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brown hair and brown eyes. He is arra 


Therapontos in Thessalonika, Greece. # 


THE ICON ON THE COVER: Saint George — is depicted as a young, 


yed in his military armor, carrying a lance in his right hand and a sword 


in his left. His soldier cape is red to denote the blood of his martyrdom. This icon is in the Church of St. 


SAINT GEORGE THE 
VICTORIOUS GREAT 
MARTYR 


Commemorated on April 23 


TROPARION OF SAINT GEORGE: 

As a Deliverer of captives and a Defender of the 
poor, a Healer of the Infirmed and a Champion of 
Kings: Victorious Great Martyr George, intercede 
with Christ our God, for our soul’s salvation. 

St. George, the Great Martyr, was an officer in the 
army of the Roman Emperor Diocletian, the great 
persecutor of the Christians. When the ruler demanded 
that all his soldiers make pagan sacrifices as proof of 
their loyalty, George refused, and gave up his military 
commission rather than desert his religion. He was 
most outspoken in his censure of the persecution of 
the Christians, and for this reason as well as for his 
persistence in his faith, he underwent many tortures. 

The tradition is that he was subjected to seven 
kinds of torture, each sufficient to cause death; he was 
beaten with spears, cuts were inflicted upon his body, 
and he was bound to the rim of a wheel set with sharp 
spikes. These tortures had no effect on his steadfast- 
ness, and his example converted many of the bystand= 
ers at the same time that it encouraged the Christians _ 
to persevere in the faith. He was finally beheaded at 
Nicomedia, a town in Asia Minor on an inlet of the 
Sea of Marmora, about the year 303 A.D. # 

Excerpted from The Icon Book, Antiochian Chris- 
tian Archdiocese, 358 Mountain Road, Englewood, 
NJ 07631, phone: (201) 871-1355, 


beardless man with 
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SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY 
RESTORATION OF HO Ly Icons 


“Those icons which were wrongfully rejected are now rightfully venerated 
and I rejoice to see this!” (From a Hymn of the Day) 


The Sunday of Orthodoxy is the particular day on 
which Orthodox Christians gather to communally re- 
affirm their faith by re-stating decisions of the Seven 
Ecumenical Councils. It is also the day on which 
processions in the churches of faithful carrying icons 
recall the restoration of holy icons in the Imperial City 
of Constantinople and throughout the Church of that 
time. For a period of years, icons were forcibly re- 
moved from public veneration, and veneration of them 
in private was a capital offense. Icons on wood pan- 
els, mosaic, on cloth and other material were de- 
stroyed. The intentional process of destruction of icons 
is called “iconoclasm.” 

The origin of iconoclasm, or the policy of destroy- 
ing icons, goes back to early sectarians who refused to 
accept the teachings of the Council of Nicea, called by 
Emperor Saint Constantine the Great in 325 and at- 
tended by 318 bishops. This Synod condemned the 
teaching of Arius who taught that Christ was inferior 
to God the Father. 

To the sectarians, Christ was a mere creature who 
was adopted by God. The principle of their theology 
was that there is a conflict between matter, which is 
evil, and spirit, which is good. Thus, the Incarnation 
was not understandable to them. They rejected the 
sacraments and all external ceremonies and forms in 
favor of a strictly “internal” reli- 
gion. For them, the waters of 
Baptism were just bath-water; the 
cross, an accursed instrument; the 
Church, an invisible and spiri- 
tual body only. These basic te- 
nets were held through the cen- 
turies and were promulgated as 
part of later imperial campaigns 
against veneration of holy icons. 

When Islam was on the rise 
and Moslems, whose faith pro- 
hibits the representation of any 
human form, found themselves 
in the majority in certain areas of 
the Roman Empire, they pressured 
Christians, who venerated icons, 
to destroy them. These, along with 
groups of heretics who thought 
that all material things were evil, 
put pressure on Orthodox Chris- 
tians to abandon the veneration 


of icons. 


three works in defense of the holy images (726-730). 
Among the reasons for encouraging the veneration of 
icons was the practical advantage they offer as books 
for the illiterate: “If I have no books, I go to the 
church. . . the flowers of paintings make me look, 
charm my eyes as a flowering meadow does and softly 
stirs the glory of God in my soul.” 

Like Sacred Scripture, the icon is an expression of 
the inexpressible. The Incarnation is the foundation of 
iconography, just as it is the basis for the written word 
of God, the Gospels. Whoever accepts Sacred Scrip- 
ture will accept icons, since they are both revelations 
of the same Truth. Later in time, St. Photios, Patriarch 
of Constantinople, would state that “anyone who says 
he loves Scripture and hates icons is both foolish and 
unreasonable. If a man can despise the teaching that 
comes through pictures, then he must do likewise to 
the same teaching that comes through the written word! 
Speech is received through hearing, form is perceive 
through sight; both of these transmit the same Truth, 
but in different ways.” 

In the seventh century, a heresy called Paulicanism 
came to the forefront in some of the eastern Roman 
provinces, and it was from this area that Emperor Leo 
III came. He, too, was mistaken in his theological 

Cont. on page 4 


At the request of Patriarch John The icononstasion of St. Mary Parish, Portland, Oregon, which was carved 


V, St. John of Damascus wrote in Romania. 
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PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA 


Sunday of Orthodoxy ... 


Cont. from page 4 
views on the Incarnation, and he was anxious to rid 
the Church of “materialism.” He also had political 
reasons for wishing to suppress the veneration of icons 
so that he could employ those heretical eastern prov- 
inces in the support of the empire, and at the same 
time pacify Moslem and Jewish elements within the 
empire who opposed the veneration of icons. 

To these reasons was added the dislike which Leo 
III harbored for Hellenism and Greek culture. The 
accusation that the Fathers of the Church had changed 
Christianity into a Greek philosophy was supported 
by many non-Greek peoples. To these, the icon was a 
resurrection of the pantheism of the ancient Greeks. 

Leo III and his son, Constantine V, had icons re- 
moved from churches, monasteries and city struc- 
tures, sometimes covered them over, usually destroy- 
ing them, even stopping the minting of imperial coins 
with the image of Christ and replacing it with their 
own. Perhaps there were some elements of supersti- 
tion and exaggeration which had crept into the ven- 
eration of icons, but the reality of the Incarnation of 
the Son of God was essentially at the center of the 
persecution. It was time to clarify the theology of 
icons. 

Constantine V did call a council at Heria in 754 
which, of course, was held under imperial patronage 
and was conducted by individuals whose views re- 
flected those of the emperor. The Orthodox teaching 
was expounded to them. Nevertheless, during this 
time, persecution of the Orthodox who continued to 
venerate icons went on unabated. Monastics, who in 
particular upheld the veneration of icons, were or- 
dered that should they continue to venerate icons, 
they had three choices: to marry, to enter the military 
or to suffer martyrdom. 

St. Theodore, Abbot of the Studion Monastery in 
the Imperial City of Constantinople, upheld the Or- 
thodox view that we must note the similarities and the 
dissimilarities between the icon and its prototype, Christ. 
The icon is similar to the real Christ, the prototype, in 
name and in the fact that it represents the hypostasis 
or the union of the two natures (divine and human) of 
Christ. This is what is represented in an icon. Since 
Christ had taken on flesh, his humanity could be por- 
trayed. Nevertheless, Patriarch Nicetas, following the 
imperial decrees, continued to have mosaics and im- 
ages in the churches of the city removed or covered 
over. The figures of the Savior and the saints were 
replaced with flowers and animals. | 

Twenty-three years later, in 787, the Council of 
Nicaea was called. At this Seventh Ecumenical Coun- 
cil called by the Empress Irene, 350 hierarchs were 
present. They declared that an icon is venerated and 
honored but not worshiped nor adored. Worship is 
reserved to Him who is the subject of faith, God Who 
is Divine Nature. There is nothing inherent in the 


| 


wood or stone which is honored; it is rather the person 
represented who is revered through the image repre- 
sented. TIR 

In the year 843, the campaign against icons Was 
finally stopped due to imperial action of Emperor 
Michael and his mother, Theodora. Veneration of holy 
icons was again allowed, and as an act of affirmation, 
the emperor, the empress, clergy and faithful of 
Constantinople carried icons in a candlelight proces- 
sion through the city, then restored them for venera- 
tion in the places of worship. This is the historical 
basis for the celebration of Orthodoxy Sunday in the 
Church. 

Thus, the veneration of icons, the affirmation of the 
Incarnation of Jesus Christ in the flesh, continues to 
be practiced by all Orthodox Christians throughout 
the world. Hundreds of thousands of icons hidden in 
communist-dominated countries since 1917, have re- 
cently been brought out of their decades-old hiding 
places and returned to their rightful places of honor in 
churches, homes, and public buildings. Atheistic com- 
munism denied the spiritual, metaphysical reality, which 
affirms that man is made in the image of God. For 
them, only matter exists, and humanity is simply a 
part of the material reality and must be subjected to a 
system of total control. 

The true icon is a revelation of what is knowable 
through the eyes of faith. Sense perception cannot 
truly reveal the Unseen God, but in the depths of the 
inner self, in the mysterious core of his being, man 
finds his search for the Divine being fulfilled through 
the encountering medium of the icon. A reflection of 
the Divine, the icon invokes the mysterious in man; 
and, when man answers to this, spiritual life “springs 
forth when these two mysterious beings, God and 
man, meet in the heart.” 

The Church has her own book of directions for 
painting icons. It must be observed by “iconogra- 
phers,” those who paint icons. Sometimes, instead of 
saying that icons are “painted,” we say that they are 
“written.” Thus, an iconographer is a “writer of icons.” 

Throughout the years, Episcopate parishes have 
painted and restored icons on the inner surfaces of the 
churches. In the last year or so, among others, two 


parishes have erected new iconostasion: St. Mary in 


Portland, Oregon and St. Nicholas in Regina, 
Saskatchewan which will celebrate its 100th Anniver- 
sary on May 17-19, 2002. The list continues with St. 
George, Toronto, St. Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, Holy 
Archangels Michael and Gabriel, Sacramento, St. John 
the Baptist, Phoenix. % 
Archbishop NATHANIEL 
For further reading, obtain Holy Icons from the 
Episcopate’s Department of Publications. ~~ 
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EPISCOPATE CONGRESS 2002 


TRAVEL & LODGING INFORMATION 
The 2002 Episcopate Congress is scheduled for June 27-30. The Clergy Conference will be held on Thursday, 
June 27, and the Congress Sessions on June 28 & 29. The Hierarchal Liturgy and Closing Banquet will be on June 
30. Please make travel arrangements early in order to take advantage of discounts and availability. 


TRANSPORTATION 
Delegates and guests are advised that the Episcopate is not able to provide any transportation from or to airports 
or hotels. Please arrange your own transportation needs prior to arrival. 


Car Rental from Detroit Metropolitan Airport 
We are pleased to announce that special arrangements and DISCOUNTED PRICING have again been made 
with AVIS RENT-A-CAR so that Episcopate Congress attendees have reasonable access to transportation 
throughout the weekend. Please call them at 1-800-331-1600 for more information, giving them the ROEA Avis 
Worldwide Discount (AWD) Code # J867318. Or, make your reservations online at www.avis.com. 


LODGINGS 

There are no lodging facilities on the Vatra grounds. To provide delegates and guests with ample time to arrange 
accommodations for the 2002 Episcopate Congress, we are publishing this information now. ALL ROOMS ARE 
BLOCKED UNDER: “ROEA”. Mention “ROEA” when making your reservation. To be sure you get these special 
room rates and availability, please make your reservations early! Some hotel prices are subject to change without 
notice. Other types of rooms may also be available. Ask hotel for details. 

COMFORT INN, 2435 Shirley Drive (Exit 138, North of I-94), Jackson MI. Phone: (517) 768-0088. Rates: 
$69.00 + 8% tax (singles/doubles), $79.00 + 8% tax (single suites), $89.00 + 8% tax (double suites); DEADLINE: 
JUNE 11. New facility with added amenities in every room. Free continental breakfast included. Indoor pool. 

RIVERWALK PLAZA HOTEL, 130 E Michigan Avenue (Downtown Jackson - Exit I-94 at Cooper St and 
go South toward downtown), Jackson MI. Phone: (517) 768-7852. Rates: $59.00 + 8% tax (singles/doubles); 
DEADLINE: JUNE 11. Closest to the Vatra. 

COUNTRY HEARTH INN, 1111 Boardman (Exit 138, South of I-94), Jackson MI. Phone: (517) 783-6404. 
Rates: $55.00 + 8% tax (singles/doubles);, DEADLINE: MAY 26. Free continental breakfast included. 

HAMPTON INN, 2225 Shirley Drive (Exit 138, North of I-94), Jackson MI. Phone: (517) 789-5151. Rates: 
$75.00 + 8% tax (singles/doubles); DEADLINE: JUNE 4. Free continental breakfast included. Indoor pool. 


ATTENTION: HIGH 
SCHOOL JUNIORS 


St. Vladimir’s Seminary (Crestwood, New York) 
will hold its fourth annual Youth Institute for high 
school juniors this summer from June 22-28, 2002. 
As usual, it will be held concurrently with the Litur- 
gical Institute. The Youth Institute offers an opportu- 
nity for students to enrich their faith in a seminary 
setting. A limited number of students will be selected 
to receive full scholarship aid for tuition, room and 
board, but must cover their own travel expenses. 
Applicants will be selected on the basis of participa- 
tion in Church and school activities, academic tran- 
scripts, and recommendations from their parish priest. 
Interested students, currently in their junior year, can 
apply through our web page (www.svots.edu) or by 
requesting an application from the seminary. Dead- 
line for the application is May 6. Please contact Fr. 
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A LENTEN SPIRITUAL 
PRESCRIPTION 


“Do you fast? Show me by your deeds! How? If 
you see a poor man, have mercy; if you see an enemy, 
reconcile with him, a friend with a good reputation, 
do not envy him; a beautiful woman, do not have any 
wicked thoughts in your heart toward her. Not only 
your mouth and stomach should fast, but also your 
eyes and ears, your feet and hands and all members of 
your body. Your hands should remain clean from 
stealing and greed. Your feet not to run on the path of 
the sinners. Your eyes to abstain from the temptation 
of strange beauty ... Your mouth to fast from swear- 
ing and other shameful words.” ** 

St. John Chrysostom (+407) 


Steven Belonick at 914-961-8313, ext. 328 or by email 
(belonick @svots.edu) if you have any questions. * 
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Lent HE ps Us To 
Know OURSELVES 


by Rev. Fr. Dr. Cornel Todeasa 


During the Divine Liturgy, we hear repeatedly the 
following invitation: “Let us give ourselves and one 
another to Christ, our God.” The Psalmist said: “The 
sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken 
and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise” (Ps. 
51:17). Giving ourselves and our whole life to God is 
the acceptable sacrifice. In this regard, the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the supreme example. He, our Lord, gave his 
life to God, that we might have life and have it abun- 
dantly. 

Before we can give anything, we must know what 
we give; before we can give ourselves, we must know 
ourselves. How can we give our life to God if we do 
not master it, if we are not in charge of it? Our daily 
lives are so busy. We just go with the flow or roll with 
the punches. The day carries us, and the social struc- 
tures shape our actions. The requirements of life en- 
slave us, and TV eats up the rest of our time. But, in 
spite of this, we should take the time to get to know 
ourselves. 

We can know ourselves only by conscientiously 
accepting the tests of our lives. Christ called us to 
pick up our cross and follow Him. In this life, we 
carry a cross-anyway, but the Christian cross must be 
acknowledged as a service to the Lord and unto the 
salvation of our souls. 

Lent provides the best circumstances for testing 
and strengthening ourselves. We should look at Lent 
as a divinely designed time of a special journey, a 
very intricate and complex journey with Christ and 
with ourselves for the salvation of our souls. There are 
three main dimensions of an integral fast: abstaining 
from eating specific foods, praying more and giving 
alms. All three are very important, and simultaneously, 
all three affect our minds, souls, wills and bodies. 

Abstinence from specific foods teaches us about 
how little we are in control. Soon we realize that food 
is governing our lives. Soon we realize that the most 
important door in our house is the door of the refrig- 
erator. Let’s seriously think about how much time and 
money we spend getting food, preparing and eating it. 

Let’s know ourselves by praying more during Lent. 
AS soon as we try to spend time in prayer, we realize 
how little control we have over our own thoughts and 
minds, how short our attention spans are and how hard 
it is to control and weed out earthly fleeting thoughts. 
The unwanted thoughts come in and hinder our con- 
versation with God. The temptations that come to our 
minds during prayer are many and great. Let’s know 
ourselves by giving alms during Lent. It’s only when 
we give alms that we can see how much money con- 


trols our will. We feel that we work so hard to make ~ 


a living, that it is hard to give it away. We 


always say 


ORK F ORT! 


that we are not at the top, where we want to be, so let 
those who are there give alms. 

We learn in the first few days of Lent that we are 
weak and not in charge. Then the struggle begins 
when we attempt to take control of our lives, by trying 
to defeat the power of food, to take charge of uncon- 
trolled thoughts and to regain a lost will. Be sure that 
we are not alone in this conquest, but that God will 
carry us through; His angelic powers will guide us in 
this journey. 

And when the lenten journey is over, we should 
make a spiritual portrait of ourselves. We should not 
frame it yet, but first bring it to our father confessor 
for the last touch up. Then and only then, after we 
have made the necessary amendments, can we humbly 
offer “ourselves and one another” to the Resurrected 
Christ so that He can reside in us. % 


ORTHODOX CHURCHES 
TO OPEN SCHOOL IN 
CANTON, OHIO 


The Canton Orthodox Christian Academy will open 
in August 2002 at St. Haralambos Greek Orthodox 
Church in Canton, Ohio, with the support of the other 
eight Orthodox Churches in the county (Stark). Rev. 
Fr. Michael Pastrikos, the priest at St. Haralambos, 
states that the school will begin by offering grades K- 
2 and then eventually expand up to fifth grade. 

Instruction will begin with a prayer service, and the 
full curriculum will follow a modified classical model 
based on the idea of mastering in-depth subject matter 
and then applying one’s own intellect to it. The study 
of Latin will begin in the first grade and Greek in the 
second grade. Religious instruction will follow the 
morning prayers each day. Priests from the area’s 
Orthodox parishes will take part in class instruction in 
addition to volunteers, but two accredited teachers 
have been hired to teach the expected 20-25 students. 

Annual tuition for the school, to be held in St. 
Haralambos’ education wing, will be $2,000. The school. 
will be one of three in the region, the first having 
started in Mogadore in 2000 and one to open also in 
2002 in Cleveland. % 


HODOX UNITY IN NORTE 


DEANERY OF CANADA TO Print Ap BOOK 
TO SUPPORT RENOVATION OF 
PROTECTION CHURCH 


Protection of the Mother of God Church on the beautiful grounds of the Deanery Center in Fort Qu’ Appelle, 
Saskatchewan. 


The Romanian Orthodox Deanery of Canada 


(RODOC) will be celebrating he Consecration of The You are invited to the 
Protection of the Mother of God Church at the Dean- 

ery Center in Ft. Qu’Appelle, SK, on Sunday, Sep- BLESSING 

tember 29th, 2002. The church was built in 1935 in of the 

Norquay, SK., about 250 km away from its present 

location at the Deanery Center. It had been dormant PROTECTION OF THE 
for about 30 years and is now in need of repairs and MOTHER OF GOD CHURCH 
restoration. The church will be used for our St. Nicho- May 20, 2002 

las religious education camps, as a mission church, 

and as well for Deanery and other religious services to Come and be with us for two important 
be held at the Center. As a fund-raiser, we are printing church events. 


an ad book to help pay for the renovations required 
before any services can be held there. 

The ads can be placed on behalf of yourself, your 
family, a relative(s), or in memory of a deceased 


May 18 and 19 for the 100th Anniversary 
E of St. Nicholas Church 


1770 St. John Street, Regina, Saskatchewan 


member(s) of your family. Full Page - $100.00; Half 4 and 
page - $60.00; Quarter page - $30.00; Business Card May 20 for the Blessing of the Protection of 
- $25.00; Booster-Name and Address only - $10.00. the Atother of God- Church 

Cheques should be in Canadian funds and made MacKay Hill and Highway 210, just west of 
payable to the Romanian Orthodox Deanery of Fort Qu’ Appelle 
Canada. Please print your message clearly on a sepa- 
rate sheet and return it with your cheque to the address Contact Very Rev. Fr. Daniel Nenson for 
listed below on or before June 15th, 2002. Income further details: Box 4023, Regina, SK S4P 3R9 
tax receipts will be issued. Phone 306-761-2379 

The Romanian Orthodox Deanery of Canada, Email: danenson @cableregina.com 


Box 4023, Regina, SK S4P 3R9 Canada. * 
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Back WHERE I 
BELONG 


By John M. Grui 


It was a beautiful morning on May 27th, 2001. This 
was no ordinary Sunday. I entered the Holy Resurrec- 
tion Romanian Orthodox Church in Warren, Ohio. 
You may say: “Well, that’s nice, but....” Well, it was 
that Sunday that marked the first time I had entered a 
church, any church, in thirty years. Why I stayed 
away for thirty years is not important. The fact that I 
came back is. 

I’m not going to bore you with trying to analyze the 
“whys” and “why nots”. But I do want to share with 
you the immense feelings that engulfed me on that 
Sunday and continue to do so to this day. 

First, let me give you a little background about my 
upbringing in relationship to the Church. I attended 
St.'George Cathedral in Detroit all of my young life. 
I sang in the choir, I was a member of Junior and 
Senior AROY. I was president of both. I was a con- 
vention chairman when Detroit hosted an AROY con- 
vention. I was on the National Board of AROY. I 
spent many wonderful summers at the Vatra, both as 
a student and a camp worker under the reign of “Fr. 
John”! I attended many AROY conventions from 
Regina, Saskatchewan to Bridgeport, Connecticut. I 
traveled many long winter weekends with Fr. John 
from Gary, Indiana to Youngstown, Ohio and almost 
every city in between! Wherever Fr. John was needed 
or invited, I served as his chauffer (one of the benefits 
of living in Detroit!). I also attended St. Vladimir’s 
Seminary, for a time, to study for the priesthood. That 
is one reason why the coming back was such a diffi- 
cult one. 

Over the years during those travels, I met some 
wonderful people and made some great friendships. 
Unfortunately, it is hard to sustain those friendships 
when you disappear off the face of the earth for thirty 
years. That is one of the things now that I regret. It is 
frightening to think how I was in my teens when I first 
met those fine people, and now some of them may be 
grandparents. Time lost that can never be regained. 

One might ask, “How does someone who was so 
involved, drift away from something that meant so 
much to him?” If I knew the answer, I would surely 
tell you, but the fact is, I really don’t know. Yes, it can 
be said that we go through many changes during the 
course of our lives. But those changes did not occur to 
me alone. Yet, I left the Church, and you did not. 

In 1995, both my mother and stepfather passed 
away, just four months apart. My stepfather was Byz- 
antine Catholic and my mother was Orthodox, so Fr. 
Laurence officiated my mother’s funeral. The ser- 
vices were held at the funeral home, and afterwards 
Fr. Laurence, who also was a colleague of mine at St. 
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Vladimir’s, came to me and said in Romanian, “John, 
come back home”. Tears came to my eyes. Obviously, 
at that point in my life, I was not ready to “come back 
home”. I’m not sure why not, but maybe I had not 
reached that point in my life where I was willing to 
acknowledge I was in need. ‘ 

Let’s get back to that Sunday in May. I did not do 
this on my own, nor is it important that I did or didn’t. 
The important thing is that I did go back. Someone 
very special in my life, at that time, encouraged me 
during the course of several months that it was impor- 
tant to return to the Church. Somewhere in the back of 
my mind, I think that I had known that for quite some 
time. But fear of the questions, “Where have you 
been?” “How could you stay away so long?” “What 
caused you to turn your back on the Church that you 
grew up in?” “You started to study for the priest- 
hood...,” when I did return added to my apprehension. 
But as I entered the Church, it was as if the weight of 
the world had finally been lifted off of my shoulders. 
The “Prodigal Son” had returned. It was as if I had 
never been away. Everything in my life, at that point, 
had come to a peaceful state. The Liturgy was as fresh 
in my mind as if I had never missed a Sunday. Whether 
English or Romanian was spoken, every single word 
came to my lips: that of the priest and that of the 
choir’s. The Holy Spirit had truly entered me, and it 
was then that I realized that my apprehension had 
been unfounded. To try and explain the feelings that 
came over me at that very moment is to say that they 
were nothing short of breathtaking and miraculous! 
They were the same that I had experienced the first 
time so many years before! It was as if I had been, as 
some faiths refer to it, “born again”. Yes, there is no 
better way to say it than I was born again. 

There was no inquisition. There were no recrimina- 
tions. What did happen astonished me! I was greeted 
with warmth and love that I now recognized as what 
had been missing from my life for thirty years. There 
were hugs, kisses, well wishes and welcome backs. 
Remember, this was in a parish I did not attend. It is 
said that God works in mysterious ways, and I found 
that to be true once again on that day. The parish 
priest, Fr. Gregory, was a colleague of mine at St. 
Vladimir's! As I approached for the blessing at the 
end of the Liturgy, I will never forget his reaction 
when he realized who I was. It seemed to be one of. 
amazement and relief, seeing both an old friend and a 
sheep long strayed from the flock. I cannot tell you 
how comforting that reaction felt. As those who I 
could see did not chastise me, I believed that those 
whom I could not see did not chastise me. In crossing 
the threshold of that church that day, I had come to 
peace with my relationship with God. I know now that 
there is true forgiveness when forgiveness is truly 
sought by man from God. 

„It was an enlightening event for me on that Sunday 
in May. I had knocked on the door of our faith in the 
hopes of being reunited, and the door opened, no 
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questions asked. The experience was all the more 
enhanced, because the individual that encouraged me 


to return to the flock accompanied me. If it were not 


for that person, I may not have been there yet to 
experience the glorious mystery. Finally, elusive or- 
der had returned to my life. There was, once again, a 
sense of meaning to life. Now, there was but one 
bridge left to cross before it could really be pro- 
claimed that the “Prodigal Son” had returned. 

This last bridge was going to be the most difficult, 
and the most important step for me in my return jour- 
ney. For not only had it been thirty years since I had 
attended Church, but it had been thirty years since my 
last confession and receiving the Sacrament of Com- 
munion. The task placed before me now was prepar- 
ing myself to receive Communion. Would I be able to 
prepare myself sufficiently to accept the sacrament? 
Could I be sincere and humble enough to be worthy of 
the mystery of the Church? Only time would tell, and 
that time would take place in the near future at my 
parish in Detroit. 

Several weeks passed before I felt the time had 
come to cross that final bridge. I had been attending 
services every Sunday, but had not yet mustered the 
courage to face confession. I know from my studies at 
St. Vladimir’s, that the Church teaches us that the 
miracle of the Holy Spirit does exist and takes place. 
All we have to do is to prepare ourselves to receive 
it. We must be able to confess or reconcile ourselves 
to God. One of the more important prayers in the 
Sacrament of Confession says, “Reconcile and unite 
him/her to the Holy Church”. Now that-I-knew the 
time had truly come, I wanted to make certain that I 
was doing all that was required. 

That Sunday, I arrived at Church early to receive 
confession. I had fasted and prepared myself through 
prayer. For whatever reason, I was shaking like a leaf. 
I had done everything I was supposed to do, but the 
anticipation was overwhelming. Finally the time came, 
Fr. Laurence came out from the altar and approached 
me, I knelt down and it began. Tears swelled from my 
eyes as I finally reconciled myself with God, as was 
intended, for over thirty years. Once again, the Spirit 
filled me and a new breath of life entered my soul. 

Upon completion of my confession, I took my place 
with the choir. As the Liturgy progressed, I became 
more and more anxious for the time to come to receive 
Holy Communion. As I recited the prayer before 
Communion, the words, “may my partaking of your 
Holy Mysteries be not for judgment nor condemna- 
tion, O Lord, but for healing of soul and body”, made 
me realize that my “healing” was about to come full 
cycle. 

As I stood with all of the other communicants, 
waiting for the “Sacrament of Sacraments”, I felt as 
if I was very special, as if I had been chosen to partake 
of this holiest gift. I approached Fr. Laurence with 
more humbleness than I had ever experienced in my 

life. “The servant of God, John, partakes of the pre- 
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A.R.F.O.R.A. 
CONGRESS 
CONVOCATION 


In conformity with Article II, Section 2 
of the By-Laws, we hereby convoke the 
54" ANNUAL A.R.F.O.R.A CONGRESS 


+ NATHANIEL, Archbishop 
Louise Gibb Mary Ann Glodich 
President Secretary 
May 30 — June 2, 2002 
Hosted by 
Holy Cross Church, Hermitage, Pennsylvania 


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Thursday May 30 
7:00-9:00 p.m. Registration/ Reception at 
Hotel 
Friday May 31 
8:30 - 11:45 a.m. 
9:00 - 11:30 a.m. 
11:45 -12:45 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 


Breakfast and Registration 
Executive Board Meeting 
Lunch 

Opening of 54" Congress 
Akathist to St. Paraschiva 
Congress Session I 

Dinner 

Eintracht Maennerchor Concert 


2:00 -5:30 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 


Saturday June 1 

8:30 - 9:30 a.m. 

9:45 - 11:30 a.m. 
11:45 a.m — 12:45 p.m 
12:45 — 1:15 p.m. 

1:15 — 3:45 p.m. 

4:00 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 


Breakfast and Late Registration 
Congress Session Il 

Lunch 

Speaker —Linda Spanos, Ph.D. 
Congress Session III 

Parastas & Great Vespers 
Photographs in Church 

Dinner Dance 


Sunday June 2 
9:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

12:30 p.m. 


Matins 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy 
Dinner and Farewell 


Hotel: Radisson Hotel. $90.00 plus tax. Mention 
ARFORA to get this rate. Call for reservations at 1-724- 
528-2501 or 1-800-333-3333. Reservations must be made 
by April 30, 2002. 


cious and holy Body and Blood of our Lord and God 
and Savior Jesus Christ for forgiveness of his sins and 
for everlasting life”. For the forgiveness of my sins, 
no matter how many, how severe, I had been for- 
given. 

It was a long journey. I had encountered many 
crossroads in my life and chose some right paths and 
some wrong paths. There is no doubt in my mind that 
this crossroad, to return to Church, was the right one.** 
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CORA ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 


The Congress of Romanian American (CORA) 
celebrated its 10th Anniversary at its Annual 
Meeting, March 14-16 in Washington, DC. 

Activities began with visits on Capitol Hill 
with members of Congress and congressional staff 
members. It was clear from the messages of 
Friday’s session speakers that US government 
officials have a good grasp of Romania and its 
importance to the US. Corruption in Romania is 
the principle concern of our government. 

Other speakers charged the Romanian Ameri- 
can community to become very active in the next 
few months. They implored the community to 
watch media reports and respond to those that are 
negative. These speakers also stressed the need 
for the community to maintain consistency in 
their demands for transparency from the Roma- 
nian government, feeling this approach would be 
an effective method to utilize in fighting corrup- 
tion in Romania. 


Analysis of the political and economic situa- 
tion in Romania was positive, reflecting improve- 
ments since last year’s analysis. The current ex- 
periences of several businessmen in Romania re- 
flected this improvement over the last year. How- 
ever, a major “privatization” project was discussed, 
revealing, unfortunately, underlying corruption. 

Romania’s inclusion in NATO was a consistent 
theme woven into the messages of the presenters. 
Additionally, Romania must share Euro/Atlantic 
values by supporting further democratic and eco- 
nomic reforms. This will promote economic pros- 
perity and a market economy. 


Ambassador Sorin Ducaru (Romania) and former 
Ambassador James Rosapepe (recent US) were 
guests at a banquet on Friday evening. Letters 
from President Bush, President Iliescu (Roma- 
nia) and numerous other dignitaries, congratulat- 
ing CORA on its work, were read. 

On Saturday, following a business meeting, a 
session was held to prepare CORA members for 
meeting with their Senators and Representatives 
in support of Romania's candidacy for member- 
ship in NATO. They were supplied with materials 
and ideas for use in their states and districts to 
achieve this objective. 


The actual meeting schedule (and speakers for 
each session) appeared in the March Solia, p. 9.% 
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LETTERS TO CORA 


THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 


March 8, 2002 


I am pleased to send greetings to the members of the 
Congress of Romanian Americans as you gather to cel- 
ebrate your 10th anniversary. 

America’s cultural diversity has always been a strength 
of our country. Across our Nation, Romanian Americans 
are proud of their cultural heritage, ancestry, and native 
language. They are also proud to be Americans. Your val- 
ues and traditions, love of family, entrepreneurship, excel- 
lence in education, and a sense of community where neigh- 
bor helps neighbor, contribute to the success of our great 
Nation. 

I commend you for preserving your rich customs and for 
sharing your history with fellow Americans. It is important 
that we take pride in our heritage and appreciate the ideals 
on which the United States was founded. I also applaud the 
members of your organization for your hard work and 
dedication to making a difference in the lives of your neigh- 
bors and the soul of your community. 

Laura joins me in sending best wishes on this special 
occasion. 

George Bush 


Mr. Armand Scala 

President 

Congress of Romanian-Americans 
Washington, DC 


Bucharest, February 2002 


Dear Mr. Scala, 

Let us commend your valuable and continuous dedica- 
tion in making the Romanian American community, the 
Romanian culture and identity, as well as Romania in gen- 
eral, better known, understood and appreciated in the United 
States. 

I like to assure you of Romania’s full support of your 
initiatives and projects meant to further strengthen the friend- 
ship and cooperation between Romania and the United 
States. 

Please accept my best wishes of success and good health. 

Sincerely, 

Ion Iliescu 
President of Romania 


Bucharest, March 5, 2002 
Dear Mr. President, 
Dear Friends, 

On the occasion of CORA’s 10th anniversary, it is my 
distinguished pleasure to address to you and to your orga- 
nization a heartfelt “Happy Anniversary!” 

For ten years, CORA gave time and spirit in the benefit 
of the American and Romanian people, making the links 
between our two countries and our nations stronger than 
ever. We can not value enough your efforts, but we can 


nil you of our gratitude and our strong support for the 
ture. 


Sincerely yours, = 


i cea Geoana 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
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EDUCATION COMMISSION BEGINS 
CURRICULUM REVISION 


First row, L to R: Very Rev. Paul Kucynda, Erin Kimmett, Beverly Cingolani, Carole 


Buleza. Second row: Father John Kachuba, Father Rodney Torbic, Very Rev. George 
Alberts, Father Andrew Jarmus, Father Edward Pehanich, Stephanie Burk, Father 


Deacon Joseph Kreta, Eleana Silk. 


Representatives of six American and Canadian 
Orthodox jurisdictions who compose the Orthodox 
Christian Education Commission (OCEC) met recently 
at St. Vladimir’s Seminary in New York for the an- 
nual meeting of the OCEC Board of Trustees. The 
OCEC, an agency of the Standing Conference of Or- 
thodox Bishops in America (SCOBA), was founded in 
1957 to exchange ideas and to develop a common 
educational curriculum for Orthodox Christians in North 
America. | 

A major thrust of the current work of the commis- 
sion is the revision and redesign of the entire curricu- 
lum produced by the OCEC from grades preschool 
through adult. The first step in this revision is the 
production of a new textbook for use on the 8th grade 
level. The text is in production with a team of writers 
under the direction of Carole Buleza, Curriculum 
Department Chairman of the OCEC. Following her 
report on progress with this text, she led the trustees 
in a group exercise testing a simple lesson from the 
eighth grade text using a cooperative learning strat- 
egy. 

“Aa with extensive discussion of the curriculum 
revision, members of the OCEC Board of Trustees 
heard reports from the Sales Department, headquar- 
tered in Syracuse, New York and a proposal to ad- 
vance the ministry of the Commission through better 


public relations and better use of the OCEC website. 
Erin Kimmett, Publications Department Chairman, gave 
a report on progress on the production of an educa- 
tional CD-ROM on the Divine Liturgy. 

At the conclusion of the two-day meeting, repre- 
sentatives of the SCOBA jurisdictions present gave 
reports on educational work in their respective juris- 
dictions. Reports were heard from the Antiochian 
Orthodox Archdiocese, the Carpatho-Russian Ortho- 
dox Diocese, the Orthodox Church in America, the 
Serbian Orthodox Church, the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of the USA and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
of Canada. Diocesan representatives and OCEC offic- 
ers attending the meeting included: Very Rev. Paul 
Kucynda, Very Rev. George Alberts, Father Edward 
Pehanich, Father Andrew Jarmus, Father Rodney 
Torbic, Father Deacon Joseph Kreta, Carole Buleza, 
Erin Kimmett, Stephanie Burk, Eleana Silk, and Beverly 
Cingolani. Attending as a guest was Father John 
Kachuba, president of the Eastern Catholic Confer- 
ence of Diocesan Directors of Education. % 


“2, 1S 
= 
PA 


CARa 


SOLIA APRIL 2002 PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA ml 


STANITZ/AROY 
SCHOLARSHIP 
RECIPIENTS 


Congratulations to the 2001 William R. Stanitz / 
AROY Scholarship recipients: Jonathan Wey and Cara 
Bernard. 


Jonathan is the son 
of Rev. Fr. Deacon 
David & Psa. Janene 
Wey of Indianapolis, 
Indiana. He has two 
! siblings: Abigail and 
| Jesse. Jonathan at- 
tended Broad Ripple 
High School where 
he graduated with a 
7.75 out of 8.0 GPA. 
As a member of the 
Sts. Constantine & 
Helen Church, 
Jonathan has held the 
position of President 
of the local AROY 
chapter for two years. He currently is the chapter 
Historian. Jonathan attends Indiana University where 
he is majoring in Music Composition. 


Jonathan Wey 


Cara is the daugh- | | 
ter of +Anton and | 
Elaine Shanazu Ber- | 
nard of Bridgeport, 
Connecticut. She is 
very active in her 
home parish of St. 
Dimitrie, having held 
the position of Sec- | 
retary and President | 
for her local AROY | 
chapter and cur- 
rrently serving as the 
Assistant Choir Di- 
rector and the Chair- 
person for the youth 
section of her 
parish’s annual festival. Cara graduated with a 9.0 out 
of 10.0 GPA from Lauralton Hall in Milford, CT. In 
high school, she was active in freshman mentor pro- 
grams, advanced vocal ensemble and National Honor 
Society. Cara attends New York University where she 
1s majoring in music education. 


Bx 


Cara Bernard 
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Coe re 
FINANCIALREPORT 


EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS 


George Costea, New Baltimore, MI ........1-- $200.00 
Audrey Huston, Michigan Center , MI............-..- $200.00 
ANONYMOUS nenea anna anna ana anane $100.00 
M/M Constantin Ardeleanu, Valparaiso, IN ...... $100.00 
John Bogdan, Parma, OH... $100.00 
Rev. Fr. & Psa. Remus Grama, Cleveland, OH $100.00 
Lavina M. Cozmin-Morris, Westlake, OH ......... $100.00 
Augustin Vincent, Southfield, MI... $100.00 
Florence Churilla, Roseville, MI... $50.00 
Gordon Galbincea, Cleveland, OH ...............:06 $50.00 
M/M Michael Kalugar, Madison Hts., MI............ $50.00 
JoAnn M. Maljarik, Willowick, OH... $50.00 
Psa. Juliana Marinescu, Philadelphia, PA ............ $50.00 
M/M Louis Martin, Rocky River, OH................... $50.00 


M/M Alexander D. Petrescu, Des Plaines, IL...... $50.00 
V. Rev. Fr. Constantin Tofan, Westminster, CO $50.00 


Mary Demetriade, Warren, MI... nenea $25.00 
Anna Jonascu, Westland, MI .................ssssccecseeees $25.00 
M/M George Nasea, Redford, MI..... cecene $25.00 
John Cantor, Commerce Twp., MI ceea $20.00 
Helen Powell, Teaticket, MA ............ccccceeseeeeeneeeees $10.00 


GENERAL DONATIONS 
Mary Ann Moga Zarb, Bloomfield Hills, M1 ...... $50.00 


EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENTS (DUES) 


Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL... ce nenea $10,000.00 
Presentation of Our Lord, Fairlawn, OH ........ $3,250.00 
Holy. Cross,'San Josep OA... oi aE... $2,250.00 


Sts. Michael & Gabriel, Palm Springs, CA ........ $550.00 
ARCHBISHOP'S TRAVEL FUND 


St. Anne; Poinona (Asiei Bi oa Piata dida $500.00 
Holy Cross,:San Jose, CA cineast pede puf $300.00 
St. Mary,xAnaheim,, GA sie ea age na Sia e Ses $300.00 


CAMP VATRA HEALTH & ADMINISTRATION 
BUILDING PROJECT DONATIONS 
Kathryn, Lisa & David Gligor, 
Woodlands shiixes . E bee ee, eee aa $1,000.00 
(IMO John Gligor) 


Eli & Ruby Roman, Youngstown, OH ............. $1,000.00 
Nick & Marie Avramaut & Family, 

Middle nise His DE cotys nck a na RI $200.00 
George Cantor, Cleveland, OH... $100.00 
Gordon Galbincea, Cleveland, OH... $80.00 


(In honor of Fr. John Limbeson’s 80th Birthday) 

Nick & Marie Avramaut & Family, { 
Middleburg: Hts, Oaza oo aa aa d cee $25.00 
(IMO Mary Barson, Anaheim, CA) 


DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS 
St. George, Canton, OH 1... 2 mae $650.00 
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The Camp Vatra 
ADMINISTRATION & HEAITH CENTER 
UPDATE 


As the campaign to raise funds continues, so does your outpouring of support. We are still collecting and 
hope to have the project completed this summer. Our sincere thanks to all who have responded to our 
appeal, especially the following Benefactors and Supporters as of this date: 


BENEFACTORS (donations of at least $1000.00) 


International AROY, Regina SK Sts Martha & Mary Ladies Auxiliary, Canton OH 
St Mary Ladies Auxiliary, Cleveland OH Sts Peter & Paul AROY Chapter, Dearborn Hts MI 
Credinta Ladies Auxiliary, Fairlawn OH St George Ladies Auxiliary, Southfield MI 
Gordon Galbincea, Cleveland OH David, Lisa & Kathryn Gligor, Woodlands TX 
Traian Lascu, Port Richey FL Anne M Mercea, Southfield MI (deceased) 

M/M John Rakolta Sr, Southfield MI Hon/M John J Regule, Hermitage PA 


Eli & Ruby Roman, Youngstown OH 


SUPPORTERS (donations of at least $365.00) 


Orthodox Brotherhood USA Sts Constantine & Elena Church, Indianapolis IN 
Ak-ROY, Fairlawn OH Cathedral AROY, Southfield MI 

Cleveland AROY, Cleveland OH Credinta Ladies Auxiliary, Chicago IL 

St Mary Parents Club, Cleveland OH Anonymous 

Ruby Fluter, Warren MI (deceased) Fr/Psa Richard Grabowski, Warren OH 


M/M Cornel Ivascu, Franklin MI Peter Lupsor, West Bloomfield MI 
John N Santeiu Jr, Garden City MI ; 
Andrew & Loretta Vincent & Family, Detroit MI 


FIRST MAJOR CONTRIBUTORS 


The Estate of Lenore Kinnear 


GOAL Regina, Saskatchewan 
$200,000.00 HOw YOU CAN HELP... 8 
The Vincent Family 
$1000 Benefactor (In memory of Virginia Vincent) 
Those parishes, organizations and | -~ Detroit, Michigan 
$150,000.00 individuals who contribute a donation | 
of at least $1000 or more will be Holy Cross 
remembered on a special plaque which Romanian Orthodox Church 
MARCH 2002 will be placed in the new building in Hermitage, Pennsylvania 
$102,450.00 appreciation for their generosity. 
$100,000.00 
$365 Supporter 


SEND DONATIONS TO... 


R.O.E.A. — Camp Vatra 
PO Box 309 
Grass Lake MI 49240-0309 


Just one dollar ($1) a day for one year 
can help make a tremendous impact in 
the lives of our young people. 

$50,000.00 Imagine the potential in such a small 
sacrifice each day... 


Contributor Please make your check payable to: 
Any amount you can donate to this aes R.O.E.A. 

project is appreciated. Please do what and indicate that it is for the 
you feel possible to help us meet our Camp Vatra 

goal. Administration & Health Center 


Previous donations will be added to current ones when assigning individual credit. All donations are tax-deductible. 


SOLIA APRIL 2002 PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA 13 


IOCC 
COMMEMORATES 10 
YEARS OF SERVICE 


Baltimore — To mark its 10th anniversary, Interna- 
tional Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) will host 
a special dinner April 18, 2002, at the Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral of the Annunciation, 24 W. Preston St., 
Baltimore, MD. 

Among the distinguished guests of the evening will 
be His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, primate of 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, along 
with ambassadors, U.S. senators and representatives, 
state and local officials and other partners in the work 
of IOCC. 

The event, which will begin with Vespers at 6 p.m., 
also will introduce a cycling team that will race across 
the country in 21 days in August 2002 to benefit 
IOCC. Team captain Jim Angelus, a cancer survivor, 
will lead the “Race to Respond” team of five cyclists 
from New York to California, with a goal to raise 
$250,000 for IOCC. See www.racetorespond.org. 

A dinner and program will follow vespers at the 
Preston Room of the Annunciation Orthodox Center 
in Baltimore. The program will include guest speak- 
ers, special music and a 10th anniversary video about 
IOCC. 

Event chairperson, Jeanne Tsakalos, said the evening 
will highlight IOCC’s accomplishments over the past 
10 years. “IOCC’s loyal supporters, dedicated volun- 
teers and tireless laborers have worked together to- 
ward a common cause, making a difference in the 
lives of the needy globally and turning IOCC into one 
of Baltimore’s leading non-profit organizations,” she 
said. 

Since 1992, IOCC has served people in more than 
20 countries through programs of emergency assis- 
tance, development and community empowerment. 
Tickets for the dinner are $100 per person. Costs of 
the dinner are being underwritten, so all proceeds will 
go to IOCC. To order tickets or to inquire about spon- 
soring the “Race to Respond,” call (410) 243-9820. 
Deadline is April 10. 

IOCC was founded in 1992 by the Standing Con- 
ference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Ameri- 
cas (SCOBA) and is the official humanitarian aid 
agency of Orthodox Christians in the United States. 


ORTHODOX BROTHERHOOD 
OF CANADA 
CURLING BONSPIEL 


Although the cold North winds blew across the 
prairie landscape on February 23rd in Tonkin, 
Saskatchewan, a warm feeling of Christian fellowship 
was shared by the participants of the curling bonspiel, 
sponsored by the Orthodox Brotherhood of Canada. 
This year’s bonspiel saw approximately 50 -60 indi- 
viduals from across all three Prairie Provinces partici- 
pate in the day’s festivities. Participants from as far 
west as Edmonton, to as far east as Winnipeg gathered 
to rekindle friendships and acquaintances of the past. 
Although curling was the main focal point of the day, 
many of the people in attendance were content just 
acting as spectators, cheering on their favorite teams. 
Tonkin is a community just outside Yorkton, 
Saskatchewan and as such allowed members of the 
Orthodox faith from Yorkton to share in the fellow- 
ship as well. 

The day began with a warm cup of coffee, dainties 
and then off onto the ice to enjoy one of Canada’s 
favorite winter pastimes. A hearty lunch was served 
by the ladies in attendance, which was followed by a 
short board meeting of the executive of the Brother- 
hood. Then it was back on the ice to decide who 
would rise to the top as victor of the bonspiel. Before 
we knew it, the day had quickly passed, and while the 
curlers were entertaining the onlookers, another ban- 
quet was quickly prepared for all that attended. 

The day’s events could not have been possible with- 
out the devoted efforts of Mary and David Thorne, 
who were the co-ordinators of the event. A special 
thanks from the Brotherhood goes out to them for all 
their hard work, which made the day as successful as 
it was. May God bless you for your efforts! Thanks of 
appreciation also go to the guitar duo of Rodney and 
George Flunder who looked after the entertainment 
for the evening with their vast repertoire of songs. 
Last but not least, to all those who attended, a sincere 
heart-felt thank you for your participation. Without 
you, the day would not have been the success it was; 
and through your support, you ensured that all those _ 
in attendance would cherish fond memories for years 
to come. ** 

Clayton Ungrin, President 
Orthodox Brotherhood of Canada 
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BAPTISMS 


Antonesi, Charlize Jocelin, daughter of Marian & Ramona N. 
Antonesi, Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godpar- 
ents: Georgel & Nicoleta Croitoru: 

Boariu, David Anthony, son of Marius & Lucia Boariu, Beaverton, 
OR. St. Mary, Portland, OR. Godparents: Marius & Liliana 
Daraban. 

Bumbu, Lance Elie, son of Gregory & Laura Bumbu, Lake 
Milton, OH. Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH. Godparent: 
Jeannine M. Bumbu. 

Cemalovic, Nicholas Ian, son of Vanja & Daniela S. Cemalovic, 
Livonia, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Heights, MI. Godpar- 
ent: Gina Gheorghe. 

Chifu, Alexandra Julia, daughter of Alexandru & Daniela I. 
Chifu, Westland, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Heights, MI. 
Godparents: Dan & Alice Udriste. 

Ciobotaru, Christina Elena, daughter of loan Romica & Irina 
Ciobotaru, Bolingbrook, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godpar- 
ents: Laurentiu & Lacramioara I. Zaharia. 

Craciun-Fabian, Marian Gabriel, son of Nicusor & Maria Gavril, 
Hazleton, PA. St. Joseph, Hazleton, PA. Godparent: Delia 
Schiuteie. 

Diaconescu, Lisa Marie, daughter of Sorin & Carmen M. 
Diaconescu, Westland, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Heights, 
MI. Godparents: Adrian & Monica Fratila. 

Dumitru, Alexandra, daughter of Bogdan & Emilia R. Dumitru, 
Swarthmore, PA. Descent of Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, PA. 
Godparents: loan & Daniela Budui. 

Hategan, Alexandra Stephanie, daughter of loan & Georgeta 
Hategan, Westmont, IL. St. Mary, Chicago,-Hs. Godparents: 
Ionel & Sandina Dan. 

Iosup, Dana Audrey, daughter of Octavian & Cristina S. Iosup, 
Des Plaines, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Catalin 
& Juliana Acostandei. 

Ispas, Christian, son of Ovidiu & Cristina P. Ispas, Brampton, 
ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Adrian & Sara 
urea. 

Kananen, Audrey Cristina, daughter of Guy & Ana Maria F. 
Kananen, Plymouth, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Heights, 
MI. Godparents: Jennifer Roman and Christopher Roman. 

Manu, Theodore Victor, son of Ionel & Laura Man, Vancouver, 
WA. St. Mary, Portland, OR. Godparents: Stelica & Lacramioara 
Andrei. 

Nicoli, Mary Laura, daughter of Ioan & Cristina B. Nicoli, 
Kitchener, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: Radu & 
Laura Oniga. 

Petre, Giulia Gabrielle, daughter of Mihai & Dana Petre, 

Vancouver, WA. St. Mary, Portland, OR. Godparents: Mihai 
& Carmen Gherasim. 

Prodan, Matei, son of Mircea & Cristina P. Prodan, Toronto, ON. 
St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Dragos & Simona 
Mihailescu. 

Rivero, Tanya Christina, daughter of Nelson & Anne Marie V. 
Rivero, Kitchener, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: 
Christina Lagu and Marius Vulcanescu. 

Sofineti, Ann Nicole, daughter of Mihai V & Anca M. Sofineti, 
Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Sasa & 
Ania Coziuc. 

Tamas, Anthony Michael, son of Todor & Steluca Z. Tamas, 
Hartland, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Heights, MI. God- 
parents: Viorel & Florina Sekosan. 


SOLIA APRIL 2002 


Tanase, Alexandra Evelyn, daughter of Eugen & Elena T. Tanase, 
Mississauga, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparent: Dimitrios 
Tsaltas. 

Ungureanu, Rebeca, daughter of Radu & Cristina P. Ungureanu, 
Detroit, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Heights, MI. Godpar- 
ents: Adriana Rascol and Constantin Feraru. 

Varanic, Andrei Nenad, son of Zoran & Valentina Varanic, 
Mundelein, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Steve & 
Florence Nicolici. 


MARRIAGES 


Artemie, Stelian Eugen and Javette Elizabeth Giannelli, South 
Glastonbury, CT. Holy Transfiguration, Hartford, CT. God- 
parents: David & Bianca Soule. 

Aslau, Sorin Petru and Simona Mihaela Opris, Toronto, ON. 
St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Cristian Stefan & Bianca 
Dorina Ilia. 

Collins, Steven Read and Nicole Chanaca, Stratford, CT. St. 
Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. Godparent: Thomas Chanaca. 

Onis, Grigore Ioan and Mihaela Silvia Anghelache, Chicago, 
IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Ioan & Daniela 
Isac and loan & Teodora Fulea. 

Pantazi, Mihail Edward and Ana Gabriela Popescu, Woonsocket, 
RI. St. John, Woonsocket, RI. Godparents: Mihai & Mariana 
Pitu. 

Rusu, Mircea Stefan and Jessica Lauren Wallace, Dearborn, 
MI. St. George Cathedral, Southfield, MI. Godparents: Florin 
& Mihaela Herescu. 

Subu, George Dionisie and Audrey Jane Emery, Northville, 
MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Heights, MI. Godparents: 
Daniel & Gina Yankic. 

Tacorian Eduard Christian and Mihaela Guna, Woonsocket, 
RI. St. John, Woonsocket, RI. Godparents: Florian Dinu & 
Ximena Mariana Dinu. 

Trofin, Sorin and Teddi Elaine Seibring, Minneapolis, MN. St. 
Mary, St. Paul, MN. Godparents: Daniil & Antonela Poptelecan. 

Vatamanu, Aurel and Felicia Purcel, Ville Emard, QC. St. Nicho- 
las, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Cristian & Lucica Cosma. 

Velea, Doru and Luminita Mioara Popa, Alexandria, VA. Holy 
Cross, Alexandria, VA. Godparents: Ovidiu & Roxana Butoi- 
Stanescu. 

Wajda, Russell and Monica Traver, Lombard, IL. Holy Nativ- 
ity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Jugan & Cristina Ionescu. 


FALLEN ASLEEP IN THE LORD 


Adam, Doxia Spau, 96. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. 
Barsan, Susana, 68. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. 
Becea, Arhanda, 87. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. 
Carameta, James, 86. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. 
Cera, Kornel, 74. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. 
Forescu, Maria, 84. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. 
Ilie, Edward, Infant. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. 
Ionescu, Vlaicu, 79. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. 
Janello, Alice Kressu, 87. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. 
Manea, Stefan, 73. Descent of Holy Spirit, 

Elkins Park, PA. 
Oancia, Mary, 97. St. George Cathedral, Regina, SK. 
Pascu, Florea, 75. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. 
Pelin, Ana, 94. St. Dimtrie, Bridgeport, CT. 
Pittu, Lewis V., 58. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. 
Ross, Joseph, 83. Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH. 
Toma, Danial, 70. St. George Cathedral, Regina, SK. 
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January 24 - March 18, 2002 
We gratefully acknowledge the following donations and 
subscriptions for the monthly newspaper Solia - The Herald: 


FRIENDS 
Melania Vlad, Youngstown, OH... $100.00 
IMO my beloved Victor, husband and father 
Dr. Virgil & Eugenia Tirmonia, Canton, OH...... $85.00 


Sophie Morris, Naples, FL... nenea $50.00 
IMO husband, Albert 
Elisa Goncerenco, San Jose, CA cecene $50.00 
Emil Filip, Groton, CT... ace caca teen opeeaoooaeae avene $50.00 
Paula Constantinidis, Lakewood, OH ................... $50.00 
Mary Banda, Dearborn, M1 ............::csceseeeeeereereeeees $50.00 
Victoria Batu, Kitchener, ON... $50.00 
Mary O. Muresan, Lincoln Park, MI... $50.00 


IMO cousin, Phyllis Opincar Boer 
Mary Ann Moga Zarb, Bloomfield Hills, MI...... $50.00 


Marius & Elena Grama, Chicago, IL ................... $50.00 
Elvira Djulvez, Hollywood, FL... neeneeee $35.00 
Constantin Ardeleanu, Valparaiso, IN ..............0.. $35.00 
Doru Almazan, Huntington Station, NY............... $35.00 
For health of Almajanu Family of NY 
Aurelia M. Ross, Warren, OH... nene eee $35.00 
Psa. Victoria Moldovan, New Castle, PA ............. $30.00 
Lucretia Stoica, Lakewood, OH... nenea $30.00 
Psa. Matilda Chereches, Roebling, NJ.................. $25.00 
Sophie Morris, Naples, FL ..............:ssscecsseassesessoesess $25.00 
IMO Mary Clingenpeel 
Gideon Cook, Sterling Heights, MI... $25.00 
Helen V. Bugariu, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI....... $25.00 
Michael Olteanu, Vallejo, CA ........c.cceceeeceeeeeeees $25.00 
Zamfira Posteuca, Wilmette, IL ..... cecene $20.00 
M/M Nick Moga, Hubbard, OH... $20.00 
IMO Helen Copacia 
Marion Oprea, Chicago, [L..........ccccscessscscsscseeseees $20.00 
Helen Powell, Teaticket, MA ..........ccccccccccessccessccesees $20.00 
IMO brother, Dennis Matau 
M/M George Oancea, Louisville, OH... $20.00 
Cornelia Hota, Milwaukie, OR... nenea $15.90 
Charles Rata; Canton.’OH e ac d Aa $15.00 
Mircea Airinei, Hagerstown, MD... aaa $15.00 
Natalia Giuliani, Clementon, NI... $15.00 
Mary Rugh, Ellwood City, PA... nana $15.00 
Dr. Horia Opran, Pacific Palisades, CA ............... $15.00 
Christine Ciulei, Warren, OH... ceea $15.00 
Moise Murgu, Lakewood, OH... $15.00 
Anna Maerean, Akron, OH... $15.00 
Gheorghe Ochialbescu, Ann Arbor, MI ...........uue $15.00 
Daniela Coman, Laurel, MD... aaa $15.00 
George Nasea, Redford, MI... $15.00 
Ilie Gusan, Merrillville, IN... $15.00 
Rev. Ignatie Valeanu, Albany NY alee. .... $15.00 
George Raica; Chicâgo, IL nai eames... $15.00 
Ielita Daba, Oak Park, MI ssnssiisccsccsesaccstsencsarsactlesecass $15.00 
Jennie Croetoru, Cleveland, OH... cena, $12.00 
Andrew W. Gib, Ellwood CPR EA Re $10.00 
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WARM THE 
CHILDREN 


“Inasmuch as you have done it for one 
of these the least of my brethren, you 
have done it for me.” (Mt. 25:40) 


This project is a charity to help Romanian children 
of a specific village in Romania, started in August 
2000. The project is the “child” of Barbara and Stefan 
Nafranowicz and Corneliu Chirnoaga of Holy Trinity 
(OCA) Parish in Rahway, New Jersey. The aim is to 
help, even in a small way, Father Nicolae Tanase’s 
efforts in keeping abandoned and unwanted children 
in his village, safe and in loving homes. These are 
Orthodox Christians helping Orthodox Christians, 
extending hands to their hearts. Effective August 2001, 
the name of this charity was amended to be “Warm 
the Children.” There are intentions to expand the ser- 
vice to other areas in Romania and possibly else- 
where. 

Talented individuals knit, quilt and crochet wear- 
able items for children: mittens, hats, sweaters, ear- 
warmers and scarves. Donations of unused yarn as 
well as finished items are welcome. The priests who 
receive and distribute these love-offerings have asked 
for the names of the donors so that their names may be 
remembered during the holy services. 

Contact: If you need more information, instruc- 
tions, or yarn, contact Barbara Nafranowicz, 167 N 
Cottage Place, Westfield, NJ 07090 Phone: (908) 232- 
2632 / Email: bnafranowicz@home.com. 

Perhaps some of the Ladies Auxiliaries of the Epis- 
copate parishes would like to be a part of this opera- 
tion of care with financial donations, gifts of yarn or 
prepared items. % 


Valentin Gava, Schiller Park, IL 
Sam Dogariu, Ann Arbor, MI 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Eli Buzas, Longmont, CO 
Valentin & Doina Hurgoi, Naples, FL 
M/M Constantin Corduneanu, Arlington, TX 
George & Vera Puscas, Midland, TX 
Alexandra Franz, Demarest, NJ 
William Ort, Garrett, IN 
Cheryl Ciulei, Greensboro, NC 
Juliana Ghete, Mesa, AZ 
Rev. Toma Stojshich, Brooklyn, NY 
Dr./M Gabriel Curtis, West Chester, PA 
Buna Vestire Romanian Orthodox Church, 
Rocky River, OH 
Mary Logan, Hot Springs, AR 
M/M Paul Hildreth, Burton, MI RIS igang 
Dumitru Stan, Burlington, ON i 


= 
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ŞTIRI DIN PROTOIERIA COASTEI PACIFICE ARHIEPISCOPUL 


NATHANIEL VIZITEAZĂ CALIFORNIA 
(http://biserica.org/Viata CrestinaNet/1 Arch Visit2002/index.html) 


In perioada 22 februarie - 5 martie 2002, Înalt Prea 
Sfintia Sa Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel a facut mai multe 
vizite pastorale in unele parohii si misiuni ale protoieriei 
Coastei Pacifice, pe care le detaliem in cele ce urmeaza. 


SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA 
15 ani de la infiintarea Parohiei Sfanta Cruce 


SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA - Sâmbătă 23 februarie, 
2002 s-au împlinit 15 ani de când Parohia Înălţarea 
Sf.Cruci, San Jose, California a luat fiinţă. 
Comemorarea acestui eveniment a fost marcată prin 
prezenţa Înalt Prea Sfintitului Arhiepiscop Nathaniel 
Popp alături de noi. 


Slujba Sfântului Maslu 

Vineri seara, 22 februarie, am săvârșit Taina Sf. 
Maslu, oferindu-ne posibilitatea trăirii in Hristos și 
multumirea pentru darul cel mai de pret al nostru, 
sănătatea pe care ne-a dat-o Dumnezeu fiecăruia. 

Cu lacrimi în ochi ne-am rugat pentru toţi bolnavii 
prezenţi, pe care i-am avut în gândul nostru,cerând 
iertarea $i vindecarea lor. Am avut împreună slujitori 
alături de Vlădica , următorii părinţi: prof. Dr. Cătălin 
Mitescu, din Pomona-Los Angeles, Nicolae Lapuste, 
din Vancouver, Canada, Dumitru Ionescu, din Haward, 
California, Varlan Viorel din Suceava, România aflat 
în vizită în California, Gheorghe Grigorescu, fost preot 
paroh 11 ani si Constantin Lapustea, preotul paroh. 


Arhiereasca Liturghie 

Sâmbătă 23 Februarie, am făcut pomenirea Sf. lerarh 
Policarp al Smirnei, nume ce l-a purtat și întâiul Episcop 
de binecuvântată aducere aminte, al Românilor 


Mu “ / 
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Ortodocși din America si Canada. La Sf. Liturghie 
Arhiereasca, corul bisericii, a dat răspunsurile liturgice 
cu deosebită armonie, inaltand slujba la valoarea 
cuvenită evenimentului. Prezenţa credincioşilor noștri 
a fost la înălțimea cerinţelor, deși era o zi din cursul 
săptămânii de muncă. 

După scurta predică rostită de preotul paroh, în 
cadrul căreia a adresat calde mulţumiri pentru e DU 
Înalt Sfinţiei Sale si a preoţilor participanţi, s-a făcut 
înmânarea unui mic cadou fiecărui participant. 

În încheierea evenimentului, ne-a vorbit Înalt Prea 
Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop, referindu-se la trecutul și viitorul 
bisericii noastre $i şi-a exprimat dorinţa de a veni din 
nou la noi pentru sfinţirea pietrei de temelie. 

Agapa care a urmat a fost un mijloc deosebit pentru 
întâlnirea cu Vlădica $i un popas duhovnicesc de calde 
aduceri aminte din perioada de început a Misiunii. 
Dintre cei care erau prezenţi în acele timpuri la 


înființare, amintim că au venit la aniversare loan 


Anghelescu, Toma Goncerenco, şi doamna Silvia 
Gheorghiu. În decursul celor 15 ani, o parte dintre 
credincioși s-au mutat în alte localităţi, alţii s-au afiliat 
la alte biserici. Totuşi comunitatea n-a dispărut. In 
locul celor plecaţi au venit alti credincioşi, astfel încât 
comunitatea a devenit parohie numarând aproximativ 
45 de familii. 


Plănuim construirea unei noi biserici 
Dorinţa credincioșilor este de a avea Sionul nostru 
de rugăciune. Prin efortul credincioșilor nostri si a 
două donaţii substanţiale primite din partea a două 
familii, s-a cumpărat o proprietate a bisericii pe care 
am intenţionat să o remodelăm ca biserică . Problema 
Cont. pe pag. 18 
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Stiri Din Protoieria ... 


Cont. de la pag. 17 

care ni s-a ridicat în fata este legislativă, anume obligaţia 
de a avea un acru de teren pentru zidirea bisericii. Am 
analizat aceasta problemă într-o şedinţă cu toţi 
consilierii bisericii alături de Vlădica, vineri seara, 22 
Februarie, ședință care a fost găzduită de domnul 
secretar al bisericii noastre, Emil Lambrache. Rămâne 
să decidem cum vom proceda. Un lucru este cert: 
“Unde sunt doi sau trei adunaţi în numele Meu, acolo 
voi fi si Eu împreună cu ei”, ne spune Mântuitorul 
Hristos. Iar în alt loc din Sf. Scriptură ni se spune: 
“Bateti și vi se va deschide, căutaţi și veţi afla.” Rămâne 
să batem la poarta inimilor tuturor credincioșilor noștri 
pentru a fi împreună si să ne rugăm Atotputernicului 
Dumnezeu să ne lumineze gândurile în căutarea soluţiei 
pentru zidirea Sionului mult dorit. (Părintele Constantin 
Lăpuştea, paroh) 


VIZITĂ LA ST. ANNE, 
POMONA, CALIFORNIA 


POMONA, CALIFORNIA - În itinerariul Său de 
vizite pastorale în parohiile şi misiunile Protoieriei 
Coastei Pacifice, ÎPS Sa Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel a 
onorat cu prezenţa, parohia ortodoxă Sfânta Ana din 
Pomona, pontificând Arhiereasca Liturghie, duminică 
24 tebruarie 2002, drept mulţumire lui Dumnezeu la 
împlinirea a 15 ani de la înființarea parohiei, și a 15 
ani de slujire preoțească a părintelui prof. Dr. Cătălin 
Mitescu. 

Venind dinspre San Jose, unde a slujit la parohia 
soră Sfânta Cruce, în ziua precedentă, la Pomona, 
duminică dimineaţa, IPS Sa Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel 
s-a întâlnit cu elevii de la școala duminicală. La intrarea 
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în biserică, dna Victoria Ursa, președinta consiliului 
parohial, l-a întâmpinat pe Înaltul Ierarh cu tradiționala 
“pâine si sare”, iar tânăra Rachel Mellis în numele 
tineretului parohiei a oferit Înaltului oaspete un buchet 
de flori. Preotimea co-slujitoare l-a întâmpinat pe 
Vlădica cu Sfânta Cruce și Evanghelia. 

După înveşmântarea Chiriarhului, în mijlocul 
bisericii, Înalt Prea Sfintia Sa a explicat credincioșilor 
însemnătatea veșmintelor arhierești, $i cum anume se 
pot aplica rugăciunile de înveşmântare, în viaţa 
cotidiană a enoriașilor. 

Au co-slujit alături de IPS Sa, cucernicii părinţi 
Cătălin Mitescu, preot paroh, Andrew Lesko, co-slujitor, 
John Limbeson, fondatorul parohiei Sfânta Ana, şi 
diaconul William Clark, de la parohia Sfânta Treime 
din Los Angeles. Aleasă recunoștință adresăm, de 
asemenea, următorilor oaspeţi de onoare, prezenţi la 
Sfânta Liturghie: doamnei preotese Betty Limbeson, 
familiei părintelui Gabriel și preoteasa Helen Ashie, 
prieteni vechi ai parohiei noastre, delegatului la 
Congres, domnul Narcis Stoica, care, dimpreună cu 
Kevin şi Luke Mellis, a ajutat la co-slujire în Sfântul 
Altar. Mulţumim întregii comunităţi participante, care 
a oferit răspunsurile liturgice. 

La finele Sfintei Liturghii, Înaltul Ierarh ne-a vorbit 
despre rolul Ortodoxiei în lume, şi necesitatea 
intensificării activităţii misionare ortodoxe în lumea 
de astăzi. După ce s-au făcut fotografii cu grupul 
participanţilor, $i cu preoțimea co-slujitoare, ne-am 
îndreptat cu toţii spre sala socială a bisericii gazdă, 
First Christian Church of Pomona, unde s-a ţinut 
banchetul aniversar. În timpul mesei, am ascultat cu 
toţii încă odată cuvinte de înţelepciune împărtășite 
tuturor mesenilor de către Înalt Prea Sfintia Sa. 

Aducem multumirile noastre, în primul rând Bunului 
Dumnezeu, şi tuturor celor care s-au trudit a organiza 
acest eveniment, care s-a 
bucurat de un bine-meritat 
success, şi nu în ultima 
instanţă, Inalt Prea Sfintitului 
Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, 
pentru prezenţă, slujire, 
învăţătură si arhierestile-i 
binecuvantari. (Participant) 


SS 
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VIZITA LA SFANTA MARIA, 
Anaheim, CALIFORNIA 


ANAHEIM, CALIFORNIA - Venind de la Pomona, 
Inalt Prea Sfintia Sa a poposit duminica seara, 24 
februarie, in mijlocul credinciosilor bisericii Sf. Maria 
din Anaheim, California. Înaltul oaspete a venit însoţit 
de părintele Cătălin Mitescu. 


Întâmpinarea Vlădicului 

În întâmpinare au ieșit părinţii: Constantin Alecse, 
parohul bisericii Sfânta Treime din Los Angeles, Cornel 
Avramescu, preot paroh, părintele Dănuţ Pălănceanu, 
de la parohia Sfânta Maria din Las Vegas, diaconii 
Vasile Simonca și William Clark, de la parohia Sfânta 
Treime din Los Angeles, $i Cosmin Vint, inbisericit la 
parohia noastră. 

La sosirea în fata bisericii Inaltul Arhiepiscop a fost 
întâmpinat cu pâine și sare, după datină, de președintele 
consiliului parohial d-l Marcel Răchită, care a rostit şi 
o urare de bun venit. 

Clericii si corul bisericii au intonat solemn imnul 
arhieresc, în timp ce copiii Michael McKay şi Alexandra 
Tudor au oferit Înaltului, buchete de flori. 

S'a cântat apoi “Cuvine-se cu adevărat...”, în timp 
ce Înalt Prea Sfinţitul s'a închinat în Sfântul Altar. 

Slujba Vecerniei a decurs sărbătorește. Tot clerul 
amintit a slujit în sfântul altar, diaconii rostind ecteniile 
după rânduială. 


Slujirea Vecerniei şi Cuvântul de învățătură 

În timpul vecerniei, până la rugăciunea litiei, Înalt 
Prea Sfinţitul a luat loc în tronul arhieresc. Strana a 
‘ost condusă de d-l Marcel Răchită, ajutat de domnii 
Serban Calciu, Victor Alexandrescu, Nicolae și Bogdan 
Lucian. Credincioşii după obicei, au luat parte activa 
a slujbă. După otpust părintele Cornel a rostit un 
curt cuvânt prin care l-a invitat pe Ierarhul nostru la 
in cuvânt de învăţătură. 

Înaltul a vorbit de bucuria de a fi din nou prezent în 
nijlocul credincioşilor iubiţi, ai bisericii Sf Maria 
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care au evoluat atât de mult în cei 
16 ani de existenţă a acestei 
parohii. A admirat si apreciat 
frumuseţea sfântului lăcaş. 

Apoi Arhiepiscopul nostru a 
miruit pe cei prezenţi, între- 
ținându-se cu credincioși care au 
umplut biserica în acea seară, de 
parcă ar fi venit la Sfânta Liturghie. 
Cineva s-a exprimat “M'am simţit 
atât de fericit la acea slujbă cum 
nu m'am simţit niciodată”. A urmat 
apoi în sala de festivități o 
întâlnire, şi cina, cu membrii 
consiliul parohial, si preoțimea co- 
slujitoare. (Părintele Cornel 
Avramescu, paroh) 


VLĂDICA NATHANIEL LA SFÂNTA TREIME 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
Întâlnirea Vlădicului Nathaniel cu comitetul de 
construcţie 


Marţi seara, 26 februarie, Înalt Prea Sfinţitul 
Arhiepiscop Nathaniel s-a întâlnit cu membrii 
comitetului de construcție al noii biserici Sfânta Treime. 
Intâlnirea şi cina au avut loc într-un cadru informal, la 
restaurantul Jeffry’s din Malibu. 

Insotit de părintele paroh, si doamna preoteasă 
Constantin Alecse, cu participarea preşedinţilor 
consiliului parohial, și reuniunii doamnelor, Înaltul 
lerarh a fost întâmpinat de doamna Maria Pincu, 
preşedinta comitetului de construcţie, și toți membrii 
comitetului. 

În cadrul întâlnirii, conducerea comitetului a elaborat 
asupra planului de investiţii a fondurilor comitetului 
de construcţie, și plănuita desfășurare a celor 3 activităţi 
parohiale esenţiale: un festival românesc de 2 zile, în 
sudul Californiei, un fashion show, la 16 noiembrie 
2002, si alte câteva acţiuni de solicitare si de natură 
socială pertinente, în scopul ridicării de fonduri 
substanţiale, pentru începerea proiectului nou de 
construcție. 

Au fost prezentate planurile propuse pentru noul 
complex; şi alternativele convenţionale de materiale 
folosite pentru construirea noii biserici. 

Comitetul de construcţie a accentuat totodată 
necesitatea, însoțită de făgăduinţa fermă, de a începe 
construcţia edificiului bisericesc, chiar din anul acesta, 
şi analizarea fezabilitatii construirii unei clădiri de 
locuinţe pentru persoanele vârstnice din comunitate, 
chiar pe proprietatea noii biserici din Sunland, Cali- 
fornia. 


27 Februarie - Sărbătoarea Sf. Rafael din Brook- 
lyn 


Cont. pe pag. 20 
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Stiri Din Protoieria ... 


Cont. de la pag. 19 
Întâmpinarea Arhiereului, binecuvântarea a trei 
citeti 

La orele 9:00 am, trei tineri candidati a fi 
bunecuvântaţi drept “citeti”, pe seama parohiei Sfânta 
Treime, au slujit canonul utreniei, în timp ce părintele 
Dănuţ Pălănceanu, din Las Vegas, Nevada, a oficiat 
rânduiala proscomidiei. 

La orele 9:45 am, Înalt Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop 
Nathaniel este întâmpinat, la intrarea în biserică, de 
un sobor de 10 preoţi şi diaconi, cu Sfânta Cruce şi 
Evanghelie, iar în numele comunităţii, preşedintele 
consiliului, domnul Constantin Jercan, l-a întâmpinat 
pe Înaltul Ierarh cu tradiționala pâine şi sare, 
adresându-i urarea de “bun-venit” în mijlocul 
credincioșilor parohiei Sfânta Treime. În timp ce strana, 
și mulțimea paricipantilor, intonau imnele Cuvine-se 
cu adevarat...!!! şi Pre Stăpânul...!!!, soborul co- 
slujitorilor a însoţit Inaltul Ierarh în mijlocul bisericii, 
unde s-a săvârşit ritualul rugăciunilor de închinare, şi 
invesmantarea Arhiereului. 

La orele 10:00 am, înainte de începerea Sfintei 
Liturghii, sunt prezentaţi, pe rând, spre a fi binecuvântaţi 
întru citeti, 3 tineri teologi: Petru-Gabriel Vamvulescu, 
loan-lrinel Dumitraşcu $i doctorandul în Fizică, Iosif- 
Răzvan Bena. Ceremonialul tunderii întru citeti, si 
bucuria acceptării în cadrul slujitorilor in via Domnului 
a 3 tineri teologi, au fost impresionante. 

La finele acestui ritual liturgic, Vlădica Nathaniel a 


explicat însemnătatea duhovnicească a acestui 
eveniment. 


Liturghie Arhierească 

IPS Sa Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel a fost asistat la 
Dumnezeiasca Liturghie de către un sobor preoţesc 
format din următorii cucernici părinţi: Constantin Tofan, 
președintele Departamentului Misiunilor Episcopiei, 
Constantin Alecse, parohul locului, şi protopop al 
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protoieriei coastei 
| pacifice, Cornel Avra- 
mescu, parohul bisericii 
Sfânta Maria din Ana- 
heim, California, Dănuţ 
Pălănceanu, parohul 
bisericii Sfânta Maria 
| din Las Vegas, Nevada, 
| Florin Mihalache, 
parohul bisericii Sfinţii 
Arhangheli din Sacra- 
mento, California, loan 
| Cătana, parohul bisericii 
Sfinţii Trei Ierarhi din 
Seattle, Washington, 
Virgil Anton, preotul 
capelei Sfânta Treime, 
Los Angeles, California, 
diaconii Vasile Simonca 
şi William John Clark, parohia Sfânta Treime, Los 
Angeles, California, şi cei 3 tineri teologi Petru-Gabriel 
Vamvulescu, loan-lrinel Dumitrascu și losif-Răzvan 
Bena, binecuvântaţi întru citefi, în aceeași zi, de către 
IPS Sa Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel, înaintea începerii 
Sfintei Liturghii. 

Desi a fost zi lucrătoare, credincioșii participanţi au 
umplut Sfânta Biserică. Predica zilei cu tematica 
“pregătirea credinciosului in întâmpinarea 
Creatorului”, a fost rostită de către părintele Dănuţ 
Pălănceanu, în limba română, iar diaconul William 
Clark a vorbit despre Viața Sfântului Rafael de Brook- 
lyn, in limba engleză. 

Inainte de a fi prezentat distinsul Oaspete, la sfarsitul 
Sfintei Liturghii, din încuviințarea Înaltului Prelat, 
părintele Cornel Avramescu a rostit o meditaţie 
duhovnicească. In acest timp, a sosit în Sf. Biserică si 
părintele dr. Cătălin Mitescu, care în dimineaţa aceleiași 
zile, a avut de predat un curs la universitatea din 
Pomona, unde este profesor de fizică. 

Parohul locului, părintele protopop Constantin Alecse 
a mulțumit credincioşilor participanţi la Sfânta 
Liturghie, preoţilor co-slujitori, fiecăruia în parte, pentru 
participarea în sobor, salutând prezenţa la slujbă a 3 
măicuţe (Maica Victoria, stareță, şi surorile Elayne si 
Suzan), de la mânăstirea OCA Sfânta Barbara, din 
Santa Barbara, California. | 3 

Ajungând momentul mult așteptat, părintele paroh - 
a rugat pe Inaltul oaspete, Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel, să 
adreseze un cuvânt duhovnicesc arhipastoral. Înaltul 
Ierarh a vorbit despre programul și însemnătatea vizitei 
Sale pastorale în California, despre activitatea bisericilor 
şi misiunilor protoieriei coastei pacifice vizitate, $i - 
în final - a împărtăşit participanţilor ahiereşti 
binecuvântări. S-au făcut apoi fotografii cu Înaltul 
Prelat, înconjurat de preoțimea co-slujitoare. 

La finele Sfintei Liturghii, Reuniunea Doamnelor a 
oferit, în sala parohială, tuturor participanţilor, clerici 
ŞI mireni, un copios banchet, cu preparate culinare 
românești. = 
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Masa a fost oferită de către distinsa doamnă Maria 
incu, în memoria soțului decedat Traian Pincu, un 
idevarat stâlp al bisericii Sfânta Treime. (Părintele 
Virgil Anton, preot asociat) 


Vizata Înalt Prea Sfintitului NATHANIEL la Sac- 
ramento 


In data de 2 Martie 2002, in Capitala Califoniei, din 
nila şi cu binecuvântarea lui Dumnezeu, a sosit în 
orașul nostru, Sacramento, la Biserica Sfinţii Arhangheli 
Mihail si Gavriil, Înalt Prea Sfintia Sa Arhiepiscopul 
Nathaniel. 


intâlnire cu membrii consiliului parohial 

Înalt Prea Sfintia Sa a dorit ca în seara zilei de 2 
martie să se întâlnească cu membrii consiliului parohial, 
Dentru a înţelege cum merg lucrurile la Sacramento, 
lupă ce misiunea noastră în data de 3 februarie a.c., la 
adunarea generala, cu acordul majorităţii membrilor a 
recut la gradul de parohie. Fiecare membru, prin 
zuvântul său a mulţumit Înalt Prea Sfintitului, pentru 
>rija care ne-a purtat-o pe toată perioada existenţei ca 
misiune şi, de asemenea, au arătat dragostea si 
atașamentul fata de biserica şi preotul lor. Cuvântul 
iecărui membru din consiliul parohial, a întărit dorința 
a de acum înainte, ca și în ultimii ani, Biserica lor să 
păstreze adânc relaţia spirituală cu Dumnzeu şi 
nicidecum să nu înţelegem prin Biserică, viata materială 
i lumească. De asemenea, președintele Consiliului 
Parohial, împreună cu vice-presedintele, în numele 
elor ce i-au numit au accentuat faptul că “Biserica 
noastră strămoșească, a tuturor românilor ortodocși 
are locuiesc aici pe meleagurile californiene, trebuie 
ă-şi reîntregească originea, păstrarea şi trăirea 
Evangheliei, ca prin aceasta, fiecare să-și poată recâștiga 
lrumul către mântuirea sufletului”. 


Sfânta Liturghie Arhierească 

Duminică 3 martie, începând cu ora 10 dimineaţa, s- 
1 săvârşit Sfânta Liturghie Arhierească, la care au 
articipat alături de Înalt Prea Sfintia Sa , Părintele 
Constantin Tofan Protopopul Departamentului de Misiuni 
lin Episcopia noastră, şi Părintele Florin Mihalache, 
yarohul locului, fiind înconjurați de aproximativ 150 de 
redincioși împreună cu pruncii lor. 

În cuvântul Său, Înalt Prea Sfinţitul a conturat 
ăstrarea credinţei neamului nostru ortodox, a Sfintei 
„oastre Biserici și a accentuat necesitatea păcii și 
ubirii între semeni, pentru a putea duce mai departe 
uvântul și învăţătura apostolilor noștri, care prin 
nărturisirea şi jertfa lor martirică, au contribuit la 
tatornicia credinţei primite prin viu grai de la Însuşi 
Mântuitorul nostru Iisus Hristos. După săvârşirea Sfintei 
i Dumnzeieştii Liturghii, Înalt Prea Sfinţitul 
Arhiepiscop împreună cu preoțimea co-slujitoare, au 
lat un interviu postului de radio “Vocea Românească” 
lin Sacramento. 

A urmat o agapă în curtea bisericii, organizată de 
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membrele Reuniunii de Doamne, conduse de presedinta 
lor. 

Multumim din suflet Inalt Prea Sfintitului 
Arhiepiscop, Prea Cucernicului Parinte Constantin 
Tofan, care de asemenea s-a implicat la nasterea si 
formarea acestei parohii, si tuturor crestinilor care au 
luat parte la aceasta minunată sărbătoare. (Părintele 
Florin Mihalache, paroh) 


ŞEDINŢA PREOTEASCA A CLERICILOR 
PROTOIERIEI COASTEI PACIFICE 


Los Angeles, California — Folosindu-se de prilejul 
vizitei Înalt Prea Sfintitului Arhiepiscop Nathaniel în 
parohiile si misiunile protoieriei coastei pacifice (22 
februarie-5 martie 2002), părintele protopop Constantin 
Alecse a convocat la Los Angeles toată preoțimea din 
protoierie a lua parte la o ședința anuală de lucru. 

Mitingul s-a ţinut în ziua de miercuri 27 februarie 
(sărbătoarea Sf. Rafael din Brooklyn), cu începere de 
la orele 2:00 pm, la finele Sfintei Liturghii Arhieresti, 
$i masa comună de prânz. 

La această ședință au luat parte 14 clerici: IPS Sa 
Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel, cucernicii părinţi Constantin 
Tofan, preşedintele Departamentului Misiunilor, 
Constantin Alecse, protopop și parohul bisericii Sfânta 
Treime din Los Angeles, California, Cătălin Mitescu, 
parohul bisericii Sfânta Ana din Pomona, California, 
Cornel Avramescu, parohul bisericii Sfânta Maria din 
Anaheim, California, Dănuţ Pălănceanu, parohul 
bisericii Sfânta Maria din Las Vegas, Nevada, Florin 
Mihalache, parohul bisericii Sfinţii Arhangheli din 
Sacramento, California, loan Cătana, parohul bisericii 
Sfinţii Trei Ierarhi din Seattle, Washington, Virgil 
Anton, preotul capelei Sfanta Treime, Los Angeles, 
California, diaconii Vasile Simonca și William John 
Clark, parohia Sfanta Treime, Los Angeles, Califor- 
nia, $i tinerii teologi Petru-Gabriel Vamvulescu, loan- 
Irinel Dumitrascu si losif-Răzvan Bena, binecuvantati 
in citeti în aceeaşi zi, de către IPS Sa Arhiepiscopul 
Nathaniel. 

După rugăciunea de invocare, arhiereasca 
binecuvântare din partea IPS Sale Arhiepiscopul 
Nathaniel, şi cuvântul de salut şi introducere, din 
partea părintelui protopop, fiecare preot a făcut o 
prezentare-sumară a vieţii spirituale, şi a activităţilor 
administrative, ale fiecărei parohii sau misiuni, pe 
care fiecare preot o slujește. 

e S-a evidenţiat, în general, creşterea spirituală a vieţii 
credincioșilor, creşterea numărului credincioșilor 
în câteva parohii, interesul în educatia religioasă a 
adulţilor prin predici, cateheze şi studiu biblic, 
educaţia religioasă a tineretului, prin şcoala 
duminicală, retrageri spirituale, şi propunerea de a 
avea un camp de vară organizat de protoieria noastră. 
Părintele prof.dr. Cătălin Mitescu a fost împuternicit 
a investiga fezabilitatea organizării unui astfel de 
camp, chiar în anul 2002, explorându-se experienţa 

Cont. pe pag. 22 
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Stiri Din eee Cont. de la pag. 21 


Campului Antiohia din Frazier Park, California. 
S-a discutat posibilitatea înființării unor nol misiuni 
în cadrul protoieriei coastei pacifice (în special în 
zona San Diego, la recomandarea părintelui Cornel 
Avramescu din Orange County, responsabil cu 
districtul San Diego), şi necesitatea ajutorării preoţilor 
misionari, atât din punct de vedere financiar, prin 
crearea unui cont bancar al protoieriei, sau prin 
intermediul Departamentului Misiunilor ROEA, cât 
şi cu obiecte sacre, de slujire preoțească. 

Pentru facilitarea unei mai bune eficiente administra- 
tive protopopesti, s-au ales 2 funcţionari administrativi, 
care să-l ajute pe părintele protopop cu lucr rile de 
cancelarie: părintele Florin Mihalache, din Sacramento, 
Secretar, şi părintele Virgil Anton, din Los Angeles, 
Casier. 

S-a accentuat necesitatea întâlnirilor protopopesti bi- 
anuale, si a co-slujirii între preoţii protoieriei la marile 
prăznuiri, în special Sfintele Masluri, Vecernii 
praznicale, şi hramurile bisericeşti. 

S-a recomandat o cât mai strâns legătură $i comunicare 
între toţi preoţii protoieriei, făcându-se schimb de 
buletine parohiale, compilându-se o dată de baze de 
e-mail și pagini web pentru fiecare parohie, şi even- 
tual un buletin trimestrial al protoieriei. Părintele 
protopop Constantin Alecse a creat deja o pagină- 
web a protoieriei www.ViataCrestina.net, în cadrul 
căreia, fiecare parohie, şi misiune, va avea o pagină 
a sa, şi o pagină comună, de ştiri bisericeşti 
protopopeşti, la adresa http://biserica.org/ 
ViataCrestinaNet/News/index.html. 

S-a abordat subiectul dialogului comisiei bi-laterale, 
formată din reprezentanţii Episcopiei noastre, şi ai 
Arhiepiscopiei sore de la Riopple-Detroit, Michigan, 
privind perimetrii unei eventuale re-unificări ale celor 
două Dioceze Româneşti, mai ales în lumina celor 
afirmate de către cancelarul Arhiepiscopiei din Riopple, 
protopopul Nicholas Apostola, în articolul “Unitatea 
pe Care o Cdutdm’,in Calendarul Credinţa 2002, 
(http://www.romarch. org/Calen-02/unity-ro.html), 
$i intenţiile numitei Arhiepiscopii (solitoarea Patriarhiei 
Române, n.n.) după alegerea unui nou Arhiepiscop, 
în locului vacant prin decesul + Arhiepiscopului 
Victorin în 2001. 

S-a luat notă de acţiunea unor parohii şi misiuni din 
cadrul protoieriei noastre de a iniţia proiecte de 
construcție, sau achiziţionarea unor clădiri proprii, 
care să deservească drept lăcaşuri de închinăciune, 
le enoriasii respectivelor parohii. 

n urma discuţiilor purtate, pe plan administrativ, s- 
a constatat că nu toate parohiile şi misiunile protoieriei 
S-au conformat cu deciziile congresului legislativ din 
1994 de a face cuvenitele amendamente la “Articolele 
de Incorporare”. privind includerea paragrafului prin 
care se face referință expresă la Constituţia şi 
Regulamentele Episcopiei noastre, cerându-se ca, până 
la finele anului curent, toate parohiile şi misiunile 
protoieriei noastre să se conformeze acelor decizii. 
După mai bine de două ore de discuţii fructuoase, 
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sedinta protopopeasca a luat sfarsit, fixandu-se drept 
dată tentativă a viitoarei ședințe protopopesti sărbătoarea 
Sfântului Gheorghe, marţi 23 aprilie 2002, tot la Los 
Angeles, şi tot în prezenţa Înaltului lerarh, Arhiepiscopul 
Nathaniel. (Părintele Florin Mihalache, Secretar) 


ARHIEPISCOPUL NATHANIEL, OASPETE AL 
CONFERINŢEI DE UNITATE A FEMEILOR 
CRESTINE DE PRETUTINDENI (church women 
united - (www.churchwomen.org) 


SAN CLEMENTE, CALIFORNIA - Organizaţia 
internaţională “Church Women United”s-a întrunit anul 
acesta la data de 1 Martie 2002, pentru Ziua Internaţională 
a Rugăciunii. Tematica: “Chemati la Împăcare”. Tara 
desemnată “Romania”. Gazda pentru California: Biserica 
Metodistă Sf. Andrei din San Clemente, California. 

Afând de prezenţa în California a IPS Sale 
Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel, Judie Christopoulos și Dorthea 
Hartford (ambele membre ale Bisericii Ortodoxe Grecesti 
din California), reprezentante, şi invitate de a prezenta 
“Ortodoxia”în cadrul acestui forum, şi considerând faptul 
că tematica conferinţei a fost “România”, l-au contactat 
pe Înaltul nostru Ierarh cu invitaţia de a onora cu prezenţa 
numita conferinţă. 

IPS Sa a acceptat invitaţia, şi însoţit la conferinţă de 
către părintele protopop Constantin Alecse, în prezenţa 
celor peste 150 de participante, a făcut o prezentare 
succintă a României, a zbuciumatei ei istorii bi-milenare, 
şi a oferit o incursiune în istoria Bisericii Ortodoxe 
Române, la ea acasă, şi a diasporei româneşti pe 
continentul american, cu o perspectivă de viitor a 
Ortodoxiei, în general, în Nord-America. 

La finele celor 2 prezentări, Eminenta Sa Arhiepiscopul 
Nathaniel, a dat răspunsurile cuvenite, tuturor întrebărilor 
participanţilor privind credinţa ortodoxă în general, şi 
Ortodoxia Americană în special. 


ARHIEPISCOPUL NATHANIEL, 
PREŞEDINTE AL BOARDULUI DIRECTOR 
AL FUNDAŢIEI MOLDOVITZA 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA — Cu mai mult de 
două decade în urmă, marele român, şi credincios al 
Bisericii drept-măritoare, industriaşul Mihai Patrichi, 
proprietarul Companiei “Network Electronics” din Cali- 
fornia, a iniţiat Fundaţia Moldovitza, în scopul construirii 
“unei replici” a Moldovitzei, pe plaiurile californiene. 

S-a cumpărat o proprietate de cca. un hectar de pământ, 
în dealurile Suzanei din Chatsworth (Valea San Fernando), 
s-au întocmit planurile de construcţie, s-a sfinţit locul, 
gata de construcție, însă Dumnezeu l-a chemat “acasă” 
pe distinsul fondator şi binefăcător Mihai Patrichi, înainte 
si i vedea visul împlinit, decedând în anul de graţie 

Urmașii răposatului Mihai Patrichi, în dorinţa de a 
împlini “viziunea” fondatorului, cât mai aproape de 
planurile iniţiale, sub directa îndrumare a Înaltului 
Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, continuă cu toată sarguinta 
investigarea resurselor pecuniare reale, sia posibilităților 
practice, a împlini visul fondatorului r 
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In şedinţa sa anuală, luni 4 martie crt., membrii 
‘undatiei Moldovitza au ales un nou Board al Directorilor, 
are, la rândul lor, în ședința consecutivă de re-organizare, 
3oardul Director al Fondatiei a votat în unanimitate 
legerea IPS Sale Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel în funcţia de 
yresedinte. 

Au fost apoi prezentate, discutate si votate rapoartele 
inanciare ale Fundaţiei, pe perioadă 1996-2001, verificate 


și prezentate, de o Firmă Publică de Audit din Beverly 
Hills, votându-se si structura noii Comisii de Initiativa 
şi Acţiune a Fondatiei (care, nu întâmplător, a ales drept 
preşedinte tot pe IPS Sa Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel), şi 
care va raporta la proxima şedinţă a Boardului planurile 
de viitor ale Fundatiei Moldovitza. (coordonator gen- 


eral al reportajului, Părintele Protopop Constantin 
Alecse). % 


DAR TU, TE-AI 
ÎNGRIJIT? 


Am auzit pe cineva spunând: “A trecut o bună parte 
lin Postul Mare si încă nu m-am îngrijit!” A te îngriji 
ste o expresie românească frumoasă care se referă la 
îngrijirea” sufletului, adica la curățirea si la pregătirea 
ui pentru a primi Sf. Paşti cu folos. 

Toţi facem pregătiri de Paşti. Ne curăţim casa, ne 
umpărăm haine noi sau le curatim pe cele vechi ca să 
im “îngrijiţi” la Sf. Paşti; să arătăm frumos în ziua 
fântă a Invierii. Şi aşa este bine — căci prin aceasta 
arătăm că Sf. Paşti sunt importante în viata noastră. 

Dar precum facem o “îngrijire” pentru trup, la fel 
rebuie s-o facem şi pentru suflet — altfel pregătirea 
10astra nu este completă. Şi apoi de ce atâta pregătire 
pentru cele materiale când Pastile se referă la cele 
pirituale, la învierea sufletului şi mântuirea lui? De 
apt pregătirea fizică, exterioară, pentru Paști nu are 
ici o valoare dacă nu este dublată de îngrijirea cea 
pirituală. 

Dar cum ne îngrijim? Stim bine că mare parte a 
nare, facerea faptelor bune de caritate creştină şi 
ugăciune. Dar acestea nu sunt scopuri în sine, ci doar 
mijloace de pregătire. Când cineva spune “nu m-am 
ngrijit,” nu înseamnă neapărat că n-a ţinut postul. De 
ap “îngrijirea” se referă în mod specific la primirea 
Sfintelor Taine ale Sf. Spovedaniei şi Sf. Impărtăşanii. 

Să venim deci şi să primim Sf. Spovedanie. Venim 
a Domnul cu constinta încărcată, murdărită de păcate, 
yentru a ne-o spăla. Ii spunem Lui, care a iertat, 
‘spanzurandu-Se pe cruce” păcatele lumii, păcatele 
„oastre si îl rugăm să ne ierte. Apoi îl rugăm sa ne 
jute pentru a evita păcătuirea si întinarea sufletelor 
oastre în viitor. El a promis să ne ierte de şaptezeci 
ri câte șapte păcate în fiecare zi dacă ne întoarcem la 
31 şi le mărturisim Lui cu pocăință. 

El ştie că suntem slabi, că suntem oameni imperfecti 
i fără de El nu putem face nimica bun şi desăvârșit în 
ume. Noi suntem înclinați spre păcat încă din tineretile 
oastre. El ştie că avem nevoie de EI și ne caută. Dar 
u ne poate forța să intrăm în relaţie cu El fără voia 
oastră, pentru că ne respectă libertatea voinţei. 

Să luăm aminte la doi ucenici ai Domnului care au 
ăcătuit grav împotriva Lui, Iuda şi Sf. Apostol Petru. 
„Poate pentru că învăţăturile lui lisus nu se potriveau 
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cu agenda lui personală sau naționalistă, sau pentru că 
iubea banii prea mult, Juda L-a vândut pe Domnul 
lisus. A luat în schimb treizeci de arginti. Sf. Apostol 
Petru, probabil din frica de a nu suferi pedeapsă fizică, 
sau pentru că a crezut că este mai uşor să scape de 
acuzaţii printr-o minciună “ușoară,” L-a negat pe Domnul 
lisus de trei ori. Deşi păcatul lor este similar, între 
aceşti ucenici ai Domnului este o diferenţă mare. 

Diferenţa dintre ei nu stă atâta în actele lor prin care 
au ofensat pe Dumnezeu cât în ceea ce au făcut în 
urmat actelor lor păcătoase. luda, când şi-a dat seama 
de păcatul ce a făcut a ajuns la disperare, și-a pierdut 
speranţa $i s-a sinucis, astfel tăindu-se singur de la 
iertarea lui Dumnezeu. Dimpotriva, Sf. Apostol Petru, 
după ce şi-a dat seama de gravitatea păcatului ce a 
făcut, a plâns cu amar şi s-a pocait. Şi Domnul Iisus l- 
a iertat şi l-a primit din nou si l-a făcut unul dintre cei 
mai mari Apostoli ai Lui. 

Să luăm deci exemplul Sf. Apostol Petru si să ne 
apropiem cu pocăință de Domnul, să-i mărturisim 
păcatele noastre şi să-L rugăm să ne ierte. Să nu gândim 
precum luda şi să spunem că suntem atât de păcatoşi 
de nu mai merităm iertare. Să nu spunem că nu mă duc 
la spovedit pentru că oricum o să păcătuiesc din nou. 
Desigur, pacătuim din nou. Dar Domnul ne primeşte 
din nou şi ne ajută să ne îndreptăm precum l-a ajutat 
şi pe Sf. Petru. 

După ce ne-am curăţit sufletul în Sf. Spovedanie, 
venim la Domnul şi-L primim în noi, luând Sfântul lui 
Trup şi Scumpul lui Sânge în Sf. Impartasanie. Domnul 
a spus: “...cine nu va mânca Trupul Meu și nu va bea 
Sângele Meu, nu va intra în împărăţia Mea” (vezi loan 
6:48-56). Dacă Spovedania ne curăță întinăciunea 
sufletului, Impărtăşania este aceea care ne perfectează. 
Când primim Sf. Impartasanie nu noi, ci Domnul lisus 
care este perfect, salasluieste în noi. Sf. Impărtăşanie 
ne aduce în unire cu Domnul si Mântuitorul nostru. 

Permite-mi să te întreb: Dar tu, iubite credincios, te- 
ai îngrijit? Dacă nu, vino $i te îngrijește! Sf. Paşti sunt 
aproape. Nu mai amâna. Acuma este timpul potrivit. 
Şi îngrijirea noastră nu are valoare numai pentru Pastile 
acestea — ci şi pentru Paştele cel veşnic. “Ingrijirea” 
o facem și pentru viaţa cea veşnică şi pentru învierea 
sufletelor noastre. 

Vino şi gustă, Domnul este bun! Aşa să ne ajute 
Dumnezeu, să nu ne prindă Pastile acesta ne-ingrijiti 
— şi mai ales, să nu ne prindă ne-ingrijiti trecerea 
dincolo întru veşnicie. * 

Pr. Dr. Cornel Todeasa 
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INAPOI, LA CELE 
ZECE PORUNCI 


Cele 10 Porunci sau Decalogul contin indreptarul fun- 
damental al moralității, asa cum a fost înscris de Dumnezeu 
în cugetul omului, prin Adam și Eva. După căderea acestora 
în păcat, a fost nevoie ca acestea să fie re-scrise, cu 
degetul de fulger al Creatorului, în table de piatră. Aşa au 
fost primite si apoi așezate de Moise in Cortul Sfânt - în 
Chivotul Legii - fiind urmate cu sfinţenie de adevărații 
credincioşi din toate timpurile, până astăzi. Bunul Creştin 
trebuie să le cunoască si să le urmeze, iar părinţii Crestini 
să le predea mai departe copiilor lor. 

I. “Eu sunt Domnul Dumnezeul tău, Care te-a scos 
din pământul Egiptului si din casa robiei. Să nu ai 
alti dumnezei afară de Mine! 

Il. Să nu-ţi faci chip cioplit şi nici un fel de asemănare 
a unui lucru din câte sunt în Cer sus şi pe pământ 
jos si din câte sunt în apele de sub pământ! Să nu 
te inchini lor, nici să le slujesti! 

III. Să nu iei numele Domnului Dumnezeului tău în 
deșert că nu va lăsa Domnul nepedepsit pe cel ce 
ia în deșert numele Lui! 

IV. Adu-ti aminte de ziua sâmbetei, să o sfintesti pe 
ea; şase zile să lucrezi şi-ţi vei săvârşi treburile 
tale, iar a şaptea zi este sâmbăta Domnului 
Dumnezeului tău! 

V. Cinsteste pe tatăl tau si pe mama ta, ca să-ţi fie 
bine şi să trăieşti mulţi ani pe pământ! 

VI. Să nu ucizi! 

VII. Să nu desfrânezi! 
VIII. Să nu furi! 

IX. Să nu marturisesti strâmb împotriva aproapelui 
tău! 

X. Să nu dorești femeia aproapelui tău, să nu doreşti 
casa aproapelui tău, nici ogorul lui, nici slujitoarea 
lui, nici boul lui, nici asinul, nici unul din dobitoacele 
lui, nici câte sunt ale aproapelui tău!” (Ieşire 20:2- 
17) 

Mântuitorul, care n-a venit să strice Legea, ci să o 
împlinească, cunoscând universalitatea acestor adevăruri, 
nu le-a înlocuit niciodată, ci doar le-a completat cu învățături 
morale şi mântuitoare superioare. Așa cum sunt, de pildă, 
“Fericirile” ori importantele învățături morale din 
Evanghelia de la Sf. Matei, cap. 5:20-48, pe care toţi se 
cade să le citim și să le recitim. În următoarele scurte 
articole, le vom explica pe rând, bazându-ne pe textul 

Exomolighitar-ului” Sfântului Nicodim Aghioritul. Până 
atunci, rugându-ne, să medităm asupra lor, folosindu-le 
ca indreptar de viata. * 


Pr. Remus Grama 
Înapoi, la Cele Zece Porunci: 


Porunca Întâia 


i “Eu sunt Domnul Dumnezeul tău, Care te-a scos din 
pământul Egiptului si din casa robiei. Să nu ai alți dumnezei 
afară de Mine! 

Această poruncă nu este adresată numai Evreilor, ci şi 
tuturor Creștinilor. Ea cere ca toată firea să recunoască pe 
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Dumnezeu (Yahve) ca pe singurul si adevaratul Dumnezeu. 
Nici o altă fiinţă, în Cer sau pe pământ, nu trebuie cinstită 
cu mărirea ce I se cuvine doar Acestuia. Când socotim pe 
Dumnezeu ca pe cea mai înaltă ființă în viaţă, înseamnă 
că trebuie să credem în El, să-L privim ca pe Mântuitorul 
nostri să avem nădejde în El șI mai ales să-L iubim cu 
toată mintea si toată inima $i să I ne supunem, cu încredere 
deplină. Dumnezeu trebuie să fie apoi mărturisit de noi, 
în mod public, tuturor oamenilor şi să fie lăudat în slujbe 
publice. Pentru noi Creștinii, cuvintele “Tara Egiptului” 
înseamnă figurativ “țara păcatului”. Intoarcerea noastră 
la Dumnezeu implică să cooperăm cu Dumnezeu, pentru 
ca El să ne libereze de robia păcatului, care ne preface în 
fii risipitori ai Cerescului Părinte care ne așteaptă trezirea. 
Între abaterile de la această poruncă se numără: credința 
în idoli, erezia, apostasia, indiferența religioasă, superstitia, 
iubirea de sine sau a altor ‘dumnezei’, etc. Ca să fim mai 
specifici, iată cine se abate de la această poruncă: 
+ Cei ce cred în soartă si în noroc, desconsiderând 
Providența lui Dumnezeu 
+ Cei ce cred în astrologie sau în alte puteri 
+ Cei ce sfidează Sfânta Biserică 
* Umanistii, care pun pe om mai presus de Dumnezeu 
e Ateistii, care neagă existenţa lui Dumnezeu 
+ Cei ce necinstesc sau fură din casa lui Dumnezeu 
e Cei ce primesc Sf. Taine aflându-se în vreun păcat 
neiertat 
+ Cei ce persecută pe slujitorii Sfintei Biserici 
+ Cei ce şi-au pierdut nădejdea în mila lui Dumnezeu 
e Cei ce amână pocainta şi rămân în păcate, supra- 
încrezându-se în atot-bunătatea lui Dumnezeu 
* Cei ce participă la asemenea păcate prin sfaturi greşite 
sau încuviințarea unor astfel de atitudini 
Se cade ca atunci când mergem la Spovedanie, acest 
pivot al celor Zece Porunci să ne călăuzească în mărturisirea, 
reconcilierea şi re-orientarea noastră duhovnicească, până 
când vom ajunge la deplina împreunare cu Domnul şi 
Sfânta Sa Biserică. * 
Pr. Remus Grama 
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